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Mark	Agnew,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Water	resources	management	on	Kangaroo	Island	
Availability	and	appropriate	sharing	of	fresh	water	is	a	persistent	issue	for	Kangaroo	Island.	A	lack	of	
fresh	water	prevented	South	Australia’s	first	settlement	at	Reeves	Point	on	the	outskirts	of	Kingscote	
developing	into	a	large	town,	or	even	the	state	capital.	Kangaroo	Island	has	one	public	reservoir	that	
supplies	potable	water	to	the	main	townships	and	a	small	desalination	plant	at	Penneshaw.	
Landholders	in	other	areas	rely	heavily	for	their	water	supply	needs	on	the	capture	of	water	in	dams	
and	rainwater	tanks.		
	
Governance	arrangements	delegate	the	power	to	develop	water-sharing	policies	to	a	group	of	
community	members	that	constitutes	the	Kangaroo	Island	Natural	Resources	Management	Board.	
The	Board	must	balance	the	allocation	of	surface	water	runoff	between	competing	demands	from	
irrigators,	stock,	domestic	users,	commercial	forestry	and	in-stream	and	riparian	ecosystems	that	
depend	on	suitable	flow	regimes	to	function.	Increasingly,	there	are	demands	on	the	shared	water	
resource	from	coastal	tourism	developments	in	response	to	the	marketing	of	KI	as	an	iconic	eco-
destination,	as	well	as	from	the	expanding	horticulture	and	aquaculture	industries.	This	presentation	
will	describe	how	surface	water	research	and	monitoring	programs	are	used	to	determine	the	
primary	drivers	of	the	health	of	aquatic,	riparian	and	estuarine	ecosystems	on	the	island	in	order	to	
assess	the	risks	associated	with	different	water	management	options.	
	
	
Amy	Kerr	Allen,	South	Australia	
An	island	out	of	water:	challenges	created	by	centralisation	of	population	
and	services	in	Kiribati	
Despite	being	exemplified	as	a	model	for	successful	climate	change	adaptation,	Kiribati	experiences	
the	lowest	access	to	fresh	water	and	the	highest	rates	of	water-borne	diseases	in	the	Pacific.	Of	the	
26	inhabited	atolls,	Tarawa	faces	the	greatest	challenges.	With	one	of	the	world’s	highest	population	
densities,	the	increasingly	urban	capital	suffers	from	extreme	pollution,	erosion,	and	severe	damage	
to	the	fragile	water	source.		
	
Arguably	the	most	pressing	concern	is	that	projected	future	demands	suggest	South	Tarawa	will	
need	an	additional	water	source	(e.g.	desalination	plants	or	large	scale	rainwater	collection)	to	
sustain	the	population	by	2030.	I	examine	the	feasibility	of	implementing	potential	options	in	a	
cultural	and	social	context,	taking	into	account	government	and	donor	policies	and	viewing	the	
centralisation	of	population	and	services	as	a	key	challenge.		
	
Through	systematic	analysis	of	adaptation	policy	and	planning	for	Kiribati,	I	identify	how	repeated	
project	failures	resulted	in	a	narrowing	over	time	from	a	long-term,	whole-of-country	approach,	to	a	
sole	focus	on	urban	development	in	South	Tarawa.	This	triggered	a	self-perpetuating	cycle	of	inward	
migration,	one	which	will	ensure	continued	failure	of	adaptation	programs	if	not	addressed.	I	
propose	that	Kiribati	is	uniquely	positioned	to	become	a	model	for	global	survival	if	resources	are	
invested	into	providing	support	and	services	to	outer	island	communities,	in	parallel	with	managing	
the	needs	of	South	Tarawa.	
	
Professor	Joël	Arseneau,	Cégep	de	la	Gaspésie	et	des	Îles	–	Campus	des	Îles,	
Quebec,	Canada	
Building	our	Islands’	future	together	
The	Magdalen	Islands	archipelago	is	a	bustling	tourist	destination,	thriving	culturally	yet	confronted	
with	major	economic,	demographic,	environmental,	transportation,	energy	and	social	challenges.	
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The	exiguity	and	vulnerability	of	the	land	as	well	the	unique	character	of	the	cultural,	social	and	
economic	fabric	of	the	community	calls	for	specific	and	locally-based	actions	and	leadership	in	facing	
those	challenges.	
	
As	mayor	of	the	community	for	eight	years,	it	dawned	on	me	that	an	integrated	approach	to	our	
many	challenges	was	essential.	From	the	protection	of	our	limited	water	table	supplies,	to	
adaptation	to	climatic	change,	from	social	and	economic	development	to	waste	management,	air	
and	maritime	transportation	and	clean	energy,	all	major	issues	are	inextricably	intertwined.	The	idea	
was	to	document,	classify,	prioritise,	and	get	the	community	involved	in	finding	solutions,	set	goals	
and	a	realistic	timetable	for	actions.	Our	own	challenge	was	to	raise	people’s	awareness	in	getting	
them	involved	in	the	elaboration	of	ground-based	actions	for	development.	Over	18	months,	
collaborative	leadership	and	open	governance	led	to	the	elaboration	of	a	comprehensive	plan	for	
the	future,	a	roadmap	to	2025	empowering	the	community	to	face	and	follow	up	on	its	many	
challenges.	The	initiative	being	underway,	what	have	we	learned?		
	
	
Anna	Baldacchino,	University	of	Malta	
“A	very	British	story”:	early	childhood	education	in	small	island	states	
Post-colonialism	has	impacted	primary,	secondary	and	tertiary	education	in	small	(often	island)	
states.	This	paper	will	extend	this	analysis	to	the	practice	and	pedagogy	of	Early	Childhood	Education	
(ECE).	It	describes	the	preliminary	findings	of	ongoing	doctoral	research	which,	echoing	Sue	Palmer,	
explores	the	existence	and	character	of	any	colonial	lingering	in	the	pedagogy	and	practice	of	ECE	in	
small	island	states,	with	special	reference	to	Malta	and	Grenada	(both	former	British	colonies).	It	will	
also	give	an	overview	of	the	findings	of	a	research	questionnaire	which	was	sent	out	to	respondents	
based	in	27	small	island	states	across	the	world.	
	
The	resort	to	school	uniforms,	the	usage	of	standard	English	as	the	language	of	instruction,	a	top	
down	pedagogy	that	obliges	an	early	start	to	schooling,	a	strong	focus	on	literacy	and	numeracy	in	
the	early	years,	restriction	of	play-based	learning,	story	books	that	are	not	necessarily	relevant	to	
the	country’s	culture	and	tradition	and	written	in	the	English	language	even	though	both	countries	
have	their	own	local	language	…	these	details	are	suggestive	of	a	colonial	lingering	even	in	ECE.	
	
	
Tony	Bartram,	Kangaroo	Island	&	Victor	Harbor	Dolphin	Watch		
What	IS	it	about	dolphins?	
The	work	of	Townsend	and	others	indicates	that	experiences	in	nature	enhance	well-being	and	
nurture	the	human	spirit	in	myriad	ways.	Recent	research	suggests	the	human/dolphin	interface	is	
amongst	the	most	special	of	well-being	and	nurturing	experiences,	experiences	that	the	philosopher	
Thomas	Berry	has	urged	modern	society	to	pursue.	As	an	iconic,	much	loved	species,	even	deified	by	
some	ancient	and	island	cultures,	the	observation	and	study	of	dolphins	has	much	to	offer	to	island	
communities,	positioning	them	perfectly	as	centres	for	providing	extraordinarily	beneficial	
“wellness”	experiences	and	educational	opportunities	about	such	matters	on	a	global	scale	with	
consequent	benefits.	
	
From	peaceful	observations	to	awe	inspiring	aerial	displays,	the	study	of	dolphins	presents	a	perfect	
opportunity	for	developing	a	sense	of	common	purpose	with	respect	to	caring	for	the	marine	
environments	upon	which	islands	depend.	It	leads	us	to	commune	with	nature	with	contingent	
benefits	of	wellness,	inspiring	all	manner	of	artworks,	imagery	and	writing,	helping	individuals	and	
communities	to	build	resilience.		
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Dolphins	have	played	significant	roles	in	the	lives	of	many	island	cultures	over	centuries,	inspiring	
mysticism	and	deeply	spiritual	connections.	Individual	wellbeing	is	the	cornerstone	of	community	
resilience.	Small	islands,	because	of	their	coastal	environments,	are	uniquely	positioned	to	capitalise	
upon	the	benefits	of	their	marine	habitats.	
	
	
Dr	Mitul	Baruah,	Ashoka	University,	India	
The	political	ecology	of	environmental	disasters	and	rural	livelihoods	on	
Majuli	River	Island	(Assam),	India		
Drawing	on	a	political	ecology	framework,	this	paper	explores	the	transformation	of	rural	livelihoods	
on	Majuli	River	Island	in	Assam,	India.	The	paper	will	pay	close	attention	to	three	kinds	of	rural	
livelihoods,	agriculture,	fishing	and	pottery,	that	are	traditionally	dominant	on	this	island,	and	
demonstrate	how	the	twin	disasters	of	flooding	and	riverbank	erosion,	and	the	governance	
processes	of	these	disasters,	have	severely	destabilized	these	livelihoods,	thereby	re-shaping	socio-
cultural	practices	on	the	island.	At	the	same	time,	the	paper	also	highlights	some	of	the	emerging	
forms	of	livelihoods	in	the	island,	thus	illuminating	the	question	of	coping	by	disaster-affected	
communities.	In	exploring	the	relationships	between	disasters,	natural	resources	depletion,	and	
rural	livelihood	transformations,	the	paper	takes	into	account	the	role	of	the	broader	political	
economic	processes,	agrarian	questions,	and	the	scalar	politics	of	environmental	governance.	This	
research	is	based	on	over	sixteen	months	of	ethnographic	fieldwork	conducted	in	Majuli	in	2012-
2013.	Overall,	the	paper	advances	political	ecological	theorizations	of	rural	livelihoods	and	
contributes	to	scholarship	about	small	islands,	especially	river	islands.				
	
	
Karleah	Berris,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Managing	an	endangered	species	in	the	presence	of	an	abundant	predator:	
advantages	and	challenges	on	isolated	Kangaroo	Island	
Loss	of	drooping	she-oak	(Allocasuarina	verticillata)	feeding	habitat,	primarily	through	clearance	for	
agricultural	production,	caused	the	extinction	of	the	endangered	glossy	black-cockatoo	
(Calyptorhynchus	lathami	halmaturinus)	(GBC)	on	mainland	South	Australia.	A	remnant	population	
of	the	GBC	has	persisted	on	Kangaroo	Island	where	clearance	has	been	less	severe.	
	
Kangaroo	Island	consists	of	a	mosaic	landscape	of	high	quality	native	vegetation	interspersed	with	
agricultural	land,	brought	about	through	selective	clearance	that	took	place	following	the	World	War	
Two	Soldier	Settlement	scheme.	Common	brushtail	possums	(Trichosurus	vulpecula)	benefitted	from	
the	conversion	of	native	vegetation	to	improved	pasture	with	adjacent	remnant	patches,	and	are	
now	abundant	on	the	Island.	This	had	a	negative	impact	on	the	GBC	population,	as	brushtail	
possums	predate	on	GBC	eggs	and	nestlings.	
	
After	22	years	of	possum	management,	the	GBC	population	has	more	than	doubled	in	size,	
expanded	its	range	across	Kangaroo	Island	and	continues	to	record	increased	reproductive	success.	
A	strong	sense	of	community	on	Kangaroo	Island	has	translated	into	high	levels	of	public	
participation	and	engagement	in	the	GBC	recovery	program.	Most	volunteers	share	a	common	
appreciation	of	Kangaroo	Island’s	natural	assets,	and	their	enthusiasm	and	commitment	has	
enhanced	the	profile	and	outcomes	of	the	recovery	program.	
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Quentin	Chester,	Kangaroo	Island	
Island	Inspiration:	photography	as	a	binding	force		
Islands	have	always	held	a	special	allure	for	artists,	writers	and	photographers.	As	places	of	refuge	
and	natural	wonder,	they	offer	a	realm	of	creative	freedom	that’s	often	difficult	to	secure	in	a	large	
metropolitan	setting.	Australia	is	blessed	with	more	than	8,000	islands,	many	of	them	remote	and	
little	altered.	As	a	writer	with	a	life-long	fascination	for	the	wildest	of	these	habitats,	it	is	the	direct	
experience	of	place	that	is	the	most	powerful	inspiration	for	my	work.		
	
After	eight	years	as	a	full-time	resident	of	Kangaroo	Island	I	can	chart	the	influence	of	place	through	
an	ever-growing	commitment	to	photography.	This	is	both	a	deliberate	art	practise	and	a	responsive	
means	of	exploring	the	island	–	a	process	that	is	also	shared	across	the	community,	via	exhibitions	
and	the	daily	output	of	social	media.	Thus,	for	a	large	island	with	a	small,	dispersed	population,	
photography	works	as	an	affirmation	of	place	and	identity.	Crucially,	this	is	more	than	a	static	
portrayal	of	wildlife	or	scenery.	The	ever-changing	character	of	these	shared	images	captures	the	
living	essence	of	the	place,	the	vivid	margins	between	land	and	sea,	and	the	natural	vigour	that	
powers	life	here	every	day,	be	it	on	the	farm	or	out	bush.		
	
	
Professor	Jennifer	Corrin,	Centre	for	Public,	International	&	Comparative	Law,	
University	of	Queensland	
Empowering	traditional	leaders	to	manage	natural	resources	in	small	Pacific	
States	
The	Small	Island	Developing	States	(‘SIDS’)	in	the	South	Pacific	are	rich	in	natural	resources.	
However,	these	riches	have	not	translated	into	wealth	for	local	communities,	which	struggle	to	
retain	control	of	their	lands	and	their	yield.	Many	SIDS	promote	traditional	leadership	in	their	
constitutions,	but,	in	practice,	traditional	leaders	and	their	communities	are	often	marginalised	by	
the	State.	The	uneasy	relationship	between	the	State	and	customary	legal	systems	is	strained,	
particular	in	the	field	of	resource	management,	as	land	is	often	constitutionally	vested	in	the	people	
and	governed	by	customary	laws,	but	jealously	regarded	by	the	State,	which	seeks	to	use	it	for	
national	development	and	the	production	of	wealth.	This	paper	considers	the	delicate	balance	
required	to	accommodate	the	interests	of	the	different	actors	in	the	context	of	a	selection	of	SIDS	
located	in	the	southwest	Pacific	Ocean.	Commencing	with	some	brief	background	information	on	
these	countries,	the	paper	outlines	the	pluralistic	legal	systems	of	land	tenure	and	resource	
‘ownership’	in	force.	It	examines	some	of	the	resulting	tensions	and	uncertainties	which	hamper	
traditional	communities	from	managing	their	land	in	a	sustainable	way.	The	paper	concludes	by	
putting	forward	some	options	for	dealing	with	these	issues.	
	
	
Joanne	Davidson,	Chair,	Tourism	Optimisation	Management	Model	
Committee,	Adelaide	&	Kangaroo	Island	
Tourism	Optimisation	Management	Model:	a	decade	of	implementation	
This	presentation	directly	responds	to	the	question	“Can	small	islands	provide	useful	models	for	
global	survival?”	with	a	resounding	“yes”.	It	provides	a	practical	case	study	of	monitoring	and	
managing	the	delicate	balance	between	optimising	tourism	as	an	economic	driver	while	preserving	
the	social	and	environmental	beauty	of	a	small	island.	The	presentation	will	look	at	the	historical	
visitation	patterns	to	the	Island	and	discuss	the	development	of	the	TOMM	program	in	response	to	
increasing	visitation	numbers.	It	will	outline	the	underlying	principles	of	the	model	and	identify	its	
strengths	and	weaknesses.		
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The	process	of	data	collection,	analysis	and	adaptive	management	response	will	be	outlined,	
including	a	summary	of	the	methodologies	used	for	data	collection.	A	series	of	specific	examples	will	
be	provided	highlighting	the	application	of	adaptive	management	responses	and	the	resultant	
impact	on	measures.	The	presentation	will	conclude	with	an	outline	of	the	key	challenges	of	
maintaining	both	the	application	of	the	model	and	the	integrity	of	the	data	over	its	ten-year	history	
and	into	the	future.		
	
	
Dr	Kirsten	Davies,	Macquarie	University,	Sydney	
The	Warming	War:	climate	change	threatening	the	security	of	the	planet	and	
the	sovereignty	of	nations	
The	Cold	War	moved	slowly	over	a	period	of	45	years	of	indirect	conflicts.	Since	this	time	the	planet	
has	experienced	metaphoric	wars,	such	as	the	War	on	Terror	and	the	War	on	Drugs.	This	paper	
claims	that	we	are	now	in	the	era	of	the	Warming	War	as	the	impacts	of	green-house	emissions	heat	
the	planet,	insidiously	threatening	the	security	of	life	on	earth.		To	date	this	threat	has	been	
approached	through	diplomacy	and	negotiation	as	climate	science	has	affirmed	the	evidence	of	this	
threat.	These	political	processes	are	too	slow	for	some	states,	such	as	low	lying	coastal	islands,	that	
may	cease	to	exist	geographically	in	the	future.		This	paper	takes	a	radical	approach	asking	whether	
developing	countries	could	bring	the	impacts	of	climate	change	before	the	International	Court	of	
Justice	as	‘acts	of	war’?	It	further	suggests	that	Small	Island	Developing	States	such	as	Tuvalu,	the	
Maldives,	and	Vanuatu,	that	find	their	territorial	integrity	and	sovereignty	directly	challenged	by	the	
impacts	of	climate	change,	could	enlist	international	law’s	ever-evolving	definition	of	a	‘threat’	to	
declare	the	impacts	of	climate	change	as	an	‘act	of	war’.		
	
	
Dr	Rhonda	Di	Biase,	University	of	Melbourne	
‘Smallness’	has	some	advantages:	investigating	educational	reform	in	the	
Maldives	
Islands,	bounded	spaces,	can	provide	a	microcosmic	view	into	the	complex	process	of	educational	
reform.	This	study	investigated	a	pedagogical	innovation,	an	instructional	model	promoting	active	
learning,	within	a	Maldivian	island	school.	The	smallness	of	Maldivian	islands	has	posed	challenges	
for	the	country,	yet	smallness	also	has	some	advantages.	Given	the	well-documented	tensions	
between	curricular	reform	at	the	national	level	and	implementation	at	the	school	level,	what	can	be	
rendered	more	visible	on	a	small	island	has	the	potential	to	offer	insights	into	larger	questions	for	
improving	the	quality	of	education.	The	aim	of	this	study	was	to	identify	the	enabling	conditions	for	
implementing	active	learning,	an	approach	promoting	transferable	skills	and	lifelong	learning.		It	was	
conducted	using	design-based	research,	an	interventionist	methodology.		Through	my	engagement	
with	the	intervention,	integral	to	design-based	research,	necessitated	an	extended	period	of	living	
on	the	Maldivian	fishing	island,	I	was	afforded	the	opportunity	to	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	
island	life.	The	findings	articulate	a	series	of	design	principles,	an	output	of	design-based	research,	to	
provide	insights	for	implementing	similar	reforms	in	other	settings.		This	study	illustrates	how	a	small	
island	can	elucidate	answers	to	the	implementation	challenges	of	active	learning	reform	more	
widely.		
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Lyn	Dohle,	Department	of	Primary	Industries	&	Regions	South	Australia,	KI	
How	islands	shape	farming	systems:	the	Kangaroo	Island	story	
Agriculture	is	a	key	economic	driver	on	Kangaroo	Island	(KI).	Farming	has	evolved	from	the	1800s	
when	early	settlers	produced	a	few	crops	and	livestock,	to	the	present,	with	over	300	farming	
businesses	involved	in	livestock,	cropping	and	horticulture	with	an	estimated	gross	production	value	
of	$75	million	per	year.	Many	may	think	that	KI	is	similar	to	any	other	small	remote	region	but	being	
an	island	intensifies	the	sense	of	isolation	and	the	absolute	necessity	for	farmers	to	work	together	to	
ensure	survival.	The	isolation	of	Island	life	fosters	amongst	farmers	a	unique	sense	of	identity,	
community	and	belonging.	These	factors	have	helped	develop	notable	traits	that	set	KI	farmers	apart	
from	many	other	farming	regions:	
	
-	their	unique	environmental	awareness:	during	the	“Decade	of	Landcare”	KI	had	one	of	the	highest	
rates	of	adoption	of	Landcare	practices	in	the	nation;	
-	their	age	structure:	defying	the	national	trend	of	the	aging	farmer	with	a	significant	number	of	
university	educated	young	farmers	taking	up	farming	on	KI;	and	
-	innovation	and	adoption:	capitalising	on	the	KI	Brand	and	the	burgeoning	tourism	market.	
	
Many	of	the	farming	systems	developed	on	KI	provide	a	unique	model	for	sustainable	and	
progressive	farming	worldwide.	
	
	
Kylie	Doon	(Kangaroo	Island),	Swinburne	University	
Mothers	as	educators	on	small	islands	
Generations	of	young	adults	have	left	their	island	homes	for	further	education	and	employment	
opportunities.	With	modern	technology,	this	no	longer	needs	to	be	the	case.	Being	an	entrepreneur	
is	no	longer	only	an	elite	lifestyle	afforded	the	few,	and	women	no	longer	need	to	be	dependent	on	
a	male	breadwinner.	
	
Mothers	value	education	for	themselves	and	their	children.	The	minute	a	woman	becomes	a	mother	
she	becomes	an	educator.	So	how	do	we	make	a	difference?	Educate	and	support	the	educator.	The	
“formal”	school	system	does	this	and	has	already	proven	the	impact	and	benefits	of	scaffolding	
learners	to	grow	and	learn.	Why	not	extend	this	to	include	mothers?	Educate	a	mother	in	business	
but	recognise	that	her	business	goals	may	be	more	socio-cultural	than	economic.	Specific	and	non-
traditional	business	training	must	be	designed	to	deliver	these	outcomes.	
	
Support	a	few	mothers	to	build	their	businesses	on	a	small	island	and	you	are	supporting	families	
and	the	community	at	large.	Enable	a	few	mothers	on	a	small	island	to	gain	greater	knowledge	and	
independence	and	their	daughters	will	notice.	Educate	a	few	mothers	on	a	small	island	in	business	
and	you	have	just	raised	the	standard	of	living	for	the	whole	community	for	generations	to	come.	
	
	
Professor	Yoko	Fujita	&	Dr	Kaoruko	Miyakuni,	University	of	the	Ryukyus,	
Okinawa,	Japan;	and	Lincy	Lee	Marino,	Palau	International	Coral	Reef	Center,	
Republic	of	Palau	
A	case	study	on	the	economic	value	of	conservation	of	coral	reefs	in	the	
Republic	of	Palau	
The	purpose	of	this	study	is	to	evaluate	the	economic	value	of	the	conservation	of	coral	reefs	in	the	
Republic	of	Palau,	a	Micronesian	small	island	nation.	Palau’s	coral	islands	attract	tourists	from	all	
over	the	world.	We	conducted	focus	group	meetings	in	Palau,	and	found	that	the	Palauan	residents	
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recognise	the	value	of	various	ecosystem	services	given	by	coral	reefs	and	the	necessity	to	protect	
them.	This	study	aims	to	evaluate	the	Palauan	residents’	values	on	coral	reefs	in	monetary	terms.	To	
convert	people’s	subjective	values	into	monetary	terms,	we	use	the	Contingent	Valuation	Method	
(CVM).		CVM	is	one	of	the	methods	used	by	environmental	economists	to	estimate	the	total	value	of	
the	natural	environment	based	on	“Willingness	to	Pay	(WTP)”.	Also,	we	introduce	our	original	factor,	
“Willingness	to	Work	(WTW).”	WTW	shows	how	long	people	want	to	spend	on	volunteer	activities	to	
conserve	coral	reefs.	We	estimate	the	total	value	of	coral	reef	protection	for	Palauan	residents	with	
WTP	and	WTW	in	order	to	provide	an	objective	indicator	when	they	evaluate	their	conservation	
policies.	
	
	
Dr	Diego	C	Garcia-Bellido,	University	of	Adelaide,	South	Australia	
The	challenges	of	preserving	the	Emu	Bay	Shale:	a	unique	fossil	resource	on	a	
small	island	
The	Emu	Bay	Shale	fossils	from	Kangaroo	Island	were	discovered	in	the	north	coast	of	the	island	65	
years	ago.	These	515	million-year-old	fossils	were	originally	found	in	the	western	end	of	the	touristic	
Emu	Bay,	in	rocks	deposited	during	the	Cambrian,	the	geological	period	when	most	of	the	animal	
groups	known	today	(such	as	molluscs	and	arthropods)	appear	for	the	first	time	in	the	fossil	record.	
A	second	outcrop	of	these	rocks	was	found	a	couple	of	years	later	about	7	km	east,	in	the	tidal	area	
and	cliff	at	the	mouth	of	Big	Gully,	which	preserved	not	only	large,	complete	trilobites	(extinct	
marine	arthropods,	reminiscent	of	modern	horseshoe	crabs)	and	other	fossils	with	mineralised	
skeletons	and	shells,	but	also	an	assortment	of	soft-bodied	organisms,	like	worms	and	non-
mineralised	arthropods.	The	collection,	study	and	publication	of	these	fossils	in	the	late	1970s	
attracted	global	scientific	interest,	but	also	unwanted	attention	in	the	form	of	fossil	looters,	seeking	
“trophy	specimens”	of	these,	the	largest	complete	trilobites	in	the	Southern	Hemisphere.	The	
pinnacle	of	this	was	the	blowing	of	the	cliff-face	and	the	illegal	export	of	the	fossils	in	it	in	the	early	
1990s.	The	risk	has	increased	with	the	important	scientific	discoveries	made	in	recent	years,	but	
fortunately,	looting	has	so	far	been	kept	at	bay,	in	no	small	part	due	to	the	protective	feeling	of	the	
island	community	for	this,	their	unique,	world-renowned	palaeontological	heritage.	
	
	
Jeanette	Gellard,	Innovative	Influences,	Kangaroo	Island	
Are	we	there	yet?	How	small	islands	can	use	indicators	to	measure	progress	
towards	sustainability	
This	presentation	explores	the	development	of	indicators	to	support	the	ongoing	evaluation	and	
management	of	small	island	communities	and	their	natural	resources.		The	use	of	indicators	as	
effective	measures	of	progress	towards	sustainability	has	become	a	subject	of	considerable	and	
growing	effort,	both	domestically	and	internationally.		On	Kangaroo	Island,	there	have	been	two	
significant	efforts	to	develop	indicators	that	measure	progress	towards	sustainable	management	of	
the	Island’s	natural	resources.		The	Kangaroo	Island	Natural	Resources	Management	Plan	2009	was	
developed	within	a	legislative	framework	and	incorporates	a	range	of	targets	as	a	means	of	
measuring	progress	towards	the	long-term	natural	resource	management	outcomes	and	goals	for	
the	region.		The	Kangaroo	Island	Tourism	Optimisation	Management	Model	(TOMM)	is	an	example	
of	a	‘community’	driven,	sustainable	tourism	management	tool.	TOMM	sought	to	develop	a	range	of	
practical	indicators	to	monitor	the	growth	of	tourism	across	all	major	aspects	of	Island	life	including	
economic,	socio-cultural,	environmental,	market	and	experiential	conditions.		This	paper	will	use	
these	two	examples	to	demonstrate	how	an	island	setting	can	influence	the	development	and	
implementation	of	indicators	and	processes	of	measurement.		
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Leah	George,	Kangaroo	Island	
Shine	a	light:	small	islands’	responses	to	the	refugee	crisis	
What	if,	in	response	to	the	world	refugee	crisis,	the	residents	of	small	islands	addressed	the	issues,	
not	as	a	problem,	but	as	a	way	of	nurturing	the	human	spirit?		I	aim	to	share	my	vision	of	how	
Kangaroo	Island	might	respond	by	reference	to	the	Parndana	soldier	settlement	as	a	model	for	
inclusiveness	and	resilience.	I	will	talk	about	three	other	very	different	small	island	responses	to	
refugees:	Lesvos,	Manus	Island	and	Nauru.		
	
There	is	a	middle	way	which	takes	its	time	in	genuine	community	consultation,	and	before	inviting	
newcomers,	addresses	pockets	of	hardship	on	the	island.		A	considered,	long-term	approach	might	
include	finding	ways	of	helping	those	who	are	struggling	in	less	bureaucratic	and	alienating	ways.		
Government	representatives	could	be	invited	to	a	public	forum	with	an	agenda	which	includes	
information	about	how	a	richer	cultural	mix	might	bring	benefits	for	all.	If	enough	people	consider	it	
worth	investigating,	we	can	go	from	there.	
	
	
Jo	Gilpin,	Kangaroo	Island	&	Alison	Higgs,	Australian	College	of	Midwives	&	The	
World	Alliance	for	Breastfeeding	Action	
Breastfeeding:	one	golden	hour	–	the	power	to	nurture,	sustain	and	protect	
Breastfeeding	nurtures	the	human	spirit,	is	environmentally	sound	and	offers	solutions	for	self-
sufficiency.	Breastmilk	makes	the	world	healthier,	smarter	and	more	equal,	and	thus	is	a	significant	
public	health	issue,	particularly	for	the	isolated	communities	of	small	islands.	
	
Small	islands	around	the	world	have	the	potential	to	be	vulnerable.	Isolation,	climate	change,	
extreme	weather	events	and	natural	disasters	can	compromise	the	health	and	wellbeing	of	their	
populations.	Breastfeeding	can	be	a	key	lifesaving	intervention.		
	
To	build	a	sustainable	future	on	small	islands,	we	need	to	reduce	reliance	on	international	or	
mainland	assistance,	and	build	community	resilience.	Promoting	and	supporting	breastfeeding	is	a	
perfect	example	of	something	that	island	communities	can	do,	that	not	only	save	lives	in	
emergencies,	but	gives	children	a	better	chance	of	a	healthy	future.	
Resourcing	health	services	on	any	island	is	a	significant	cost.	Immediate,	uninterrupted	skin	to	skin	
contact	after	birth,	promotes	early	initiation	of	breastfeeding.	This	is	one	simple,	cost	saving	and	
easy	to	implement	strategy	that	improves	the	future	health	and	wellbeing	of	communities,	as	well	as	
reducing	health	care	costs.	
	
By	following	WHO	guidelines	on	early	initiation	of	breastfeeding,	and	skin	to	skin	care	in	the	first	
hour	of	life,	Kangaroo	Island	has	a	significantly	higher	breastfeeding	rate	than	mainland	Australia.	As	
a	small	island	we	can	lead	the	way	in	demonstrating	how	one	small	change	can	make	a	lifetime’s	
difference	to	small	island	communities.	
	
	
Dr	Richard	Glatz,	D’Estrees	Entomology	&	Science	Services,	Kangaroo	Island;	
University	of	Adelaide	&	the	South	Australian	Museum	
The	Kangaroo	Island	Insect	Collection:	lessons	from	20	years	of	entomology	
research		
Insects	and	other	invertebrates	are	the	“movers	and	shakers”	of	ecology.	They	are	the	countless,	
often	unseen,	creatures	that	keep	ecosystems	functioning	by	performing	roles	including	pollination,	
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predation,	parasitisation	and	herbivory,	which	help	to	regulate	populations	of	plants	and	other	
invertebrates.		
	
In	1998,	I	started	studying	the	insects	of	Kangaroo	Island	(KI)	with	broad	aims	to	better	understand	
the	insect	biodiversity/ecology	of	KI	and	to	characterise	unique	aspects	of	KI’s	fauna.	The	collection	
now	has	about	45,000	specimens;	about	a	quarter	of	these	have	had	their	data	entered	on	a	
database.		Major	outputs	of	this	research	have	been:	discovery	of	the	Enigma	moth,	the	only	
member	of	a	new	primitive	moth	family	Aenigmatineidae	living	on	a	primitive	native	cypress	pine;	
discovery	of	a	member	of	new	wasp	Genus	parasitising	the	Enigma	moth;	identification	of	many	
ecological	interactions	such	as	between	Enigma	moth	and	the	cypress	pine;	hundreds	of	new	records	
of	insect	species	on	KI;	input	into	natural	resource	management	and	conservation	plans;	and	science	
publications	and	technical	reports.	Here	I	use	the	Enigma	moth	discovery	to	highlight	how	the	
distinct	evolutionary	history	of	islands	still	provides	discoveries	that	shed	light	on	evolutionary	
processes	and	have	global	significance.		
	
	
Dr	Andrew	Harwood	&	Dr	Pete	Hay,	University	of	Tasmania,	Hobart	
The	political	rationalities	of	island	geography:	preliminary	thoughts	on	the	
ideological	freight	of	island	metaphor	
There	are	routine	appraisals	of	the	centrality	of	the	island	metaphor	within	western	culture.	John	
Gillis,	for	example,	has	claimed	that	“Western	culture	not	only	thinks	about	islands,	but	thinks	with	
them”	(2004:	1).	Likewise,	the	contradictory	status	of	island	geography	is	well	subscribed	within	
island	studies:	prison	and	paradise;	isolated	and	connected;	radical	other	to	and	microcosm	of	the	
mainland.	In	this	paper	we	report	on	preliminary	investigations	into	the	diverse	political	rationalities	
that	are	taken	to	flow	from	these	assessments.	Note,	for	example,	the	oppositional	metaphoric	
meanings	arising	from	John	Donne’s	‘no	man	is	an	island’	to	the	isolation	trope	as	a	metaphor	for	
the	heroic,	stand-alone	individual.	Where	the	political	implications	of	the	latter	are	deeply	
libertarian,	the	political	implications	of	the	Chaucerian	metaphoric	tradition	are	collectivist.	Building	
on	and	bringing	together	previous	work,	we	conduct	our	analysis	through	a	review	of	island	studies	
literature	and	reflections	on	governance	in	the	island-state	of	Tasmania.		
	
	
Professor	Dr	Silke	Hensel,	University	of	Münster,	Germany	
Missionaries’	knowledge	production	on	Oceania	during	German	colonialism,	
1890s	to	1914	
German	colonialism	only	recently	became	a	topic	of	broader	interest	in	history	and	anthropology.	
Whereas,	usually	African	regions	are	in	the	focus,	German	colonies	in	Oceania	receive	only	little	
attention.	Nevertheless,	colonialism	in	Oceania	was	important	to	contemporaries	such	as	colonial	
administrators,	missionaries,	scientists,	settlers	and	economic	actors,	and	above	all	it	had	its	impact	
on	the	inhabitants	of	the	islands	under	German	rule.	In	this	context	missions	played	an	important	
role	with	the	objective	to	“civilize”	the	distant	societies.	In	connection	with	their	efforts	of	bringing	
Christianity	to	the	islands,	the	missionaries	produced	and	transferred	knowledge	towards	and	off	the	
islands	and	their	societies.		
	
The	paper	will	focus	on	mission	societies	and	their	production	and	transfer	of	knowledge	from	
Oceania	to	Germany.	The	knowledge	produced,	on	the	one	hand,	was	to	help	the	conversion	of	the	
indigenous	population.	Missionaries	tried	to	learn	local	languages,	write	grammar	works	and	
dictionaries	and	were	interested	in	local	religions.	On	the	other	hand,	knowledge	on	the	islands	and	
their	inhabitants	was	produced	and	transferred	to	Germany,	to	convince	Germans	to	support	the	
missions	economically,	and	to	legitimize	the	missionaries’	presence	in	Oceania.	Based	on	the	analysis	
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of	different	media	[discourses,	visual	representations	(i.e.,	photographs,	maps)	and	objects],	the	
paper	presents	a	detailed	analysis	of	the	missionaries’	knowledge	production	on	the	region	and	
discusses	how	the	islands	and	the	indigenous	peoples	became	part	of	German	world	views.	
	
	
Pat	Hodgens,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Kangaroo	Island	Feral	Cat	Control	Trials	2016-2018:	guiding	an	island	
eradication	
Kangaroo	Island	is	one	of	five	Australian	Islands	earmarked	for	feral	cat	eradication	by	the	Australian	
Government.	Islands	are	ideal	locations	for	feral	animal	control	programs	because	they	are	closed	
systems	and,	with	stringent	quarantine	measures,	reinvasions	or	immigration	can	be	prevented.	
Another	advantage	for	island	eradication	programs	is	the	capacity	for	managers	to	garner	full	
community	support	because	the	stakeholder	base	is	clearly	defined	and	geographically	restricted.		
	
Building	on	years	of	local	cat	research,	a	supportive	island	community,	stringent	domestic	cat	by-
laws	and	a	highly	successful	feral	animal	control	history,	Kangaroo	Island	has	embarked	on	the	first	
of	three	stages	of	an	ambitious	program	of	feral	cat	eradication.	A	comprehensive	evaluation	of	all	
available	cat	control	techniques	is	currently	underway,	exploiting	one	of	the	island’s	unique	
geographic	features	-	the	narrow,	one	kilometre	wide	isthmus	that	separates	the	Dudley	Peninsula	
from	the	rest	of	the	Island.	A	cat-proof	barrier	will	be	erected	across	the	isthmus,	dividing	the	island	
into	two	management	units.	This	will	allow	cat	eradication	to	occur	first	on	the	smaller	Dudley	
Peninsula.	Cat	eradication	will	benefit	the	island’s	endemic	and	threatened	fauna,	protect	the	
livestock	industry	from	cat-spread	diseases,	and	provide	an	opportunity	for	future	re-wilding	with	
native	species.	
	
	
Phillipa	Holden,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
A	systems	approach	to	natural	resources	management	on	Kangaroo	Island	
The	Kangaroo	Island	Natural	Resources	Management	Board	(the	Board)	is	responsible	for	promoting	
sustainable	development	and	the	wise	management	of	natural	resources	on	Kangaroo	Island.	To	
assist	in	the	achievement	of	these	objectives,	the	Board	prepares,	implements	and	reviews	a	
regional	natural	resources	management	(NRM)	plan	to	guide	the	activities	of	all	stakeholders	on	the	
Island.	The	Board	recently	finalised	its	ten-year	strategic	NRM	plan	for	the	period	2017-2027.	The	
plan	adopts	a	systems	thinking	and	resilience	approach	and	was	built	from	the	bottom	up	in	
consultation	with	the	community.	Given	the	immense	challenge	posed	by	anthropogenic	climate	
disruption,	the	plan	seeks	to	build	local	resilience,	adaptive	capacity	and	self-sufficiency.	It	
encourages	triple-loop	learning	and	seeks	to	improve	decision	making	through	adaptive	governance.	
To	achieve	its	vision,	the	Kangaroo	Island	community	needs	to	enhance	cooperation,	deliberation	
and	collaboration,	building	on	existing	strengths	and	addressing	weaknesses.	Transformation	rather	
than	a	‘business	as	usual’	approach	is	required	in	some	respects.	Being	an	island	with	a	relatively	
small	population	presents	unique	opportunities	as	well	as	challenges.	The	presentation	will	consider	
likely	barriers	and	success	factors	affecting	the	Island’s	ability	to	survive	and	thrive	in	a	rapidly	
changing	world.		
	
	
Belinda	Howden,	Sydney	College	of	the	Arts,	University	of	Sydney	
Ash	Island	and	its	Transformations:	the	island	as	a	curatorial	site	
Ash	Island	and	its	Transformations	was	a	contemporary	art	exhibition	held	at	The	Lock-Up,	
Newcastle	NSW,	in	2014.	It	featured	four	artists	–	Nicola	Hensel,	Cherie	Johnson,	Emma	van	Leest	
and	Shan	Turner-Carroll	–	who	were	commissioned	to	respond	to	the	natural	and	cultural	histories	
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of	Ash	Island,	Hunter	River,	NSW.	This	paper	presents	Ash	Island	and	its	Transformations	as	a	
curatorial	case	study.	Ash	Island	and	its	Transformations	was	devised	as	a	poetic,	post-colonial	
response	to	an	island.	By	examining	the	island	landscape	through	the	lens	of	contemporary	art	the	
exhibition	explored:	artistic	responses	to	colonial	narratives	of	occupation	and	place;	an	artist’s	
relationship	to	the	island	landscape;	an	alternative	curatorial	methodology	to	social	history	
exhibition	practices;	and	the	addition	of	new	cultural	material	to	an	existing	history	inspired	by	the	
island	landscape.	This	paper	analyses	Ash	Island	and	its	Transformations	as	process-based	research;	
what	it	means	to	make	use	of	an	island	in	contemporary	art	and	the	inherent	complexities	and	
attitudes	within	such	practices.	
	
	
Owen	Jennings,	University	of	Prince	Edward	Island,	Canada	
Being	a	Saint:	from	the	RMS	to	HLE	
More	than	five	hundred	years	after	its	discovery,	the	South	Atlantic	island	of	Saint	Helena	now	has	
an	airport.	I	visited	the	island	in	2016	and	interviewed	Saint	Helenians	(or	Saints)	on	how	this	shift	in	
access	has	already	changed	their	island,	and	their	hopes	and	fears	about	changes	that	might	come	
with	a	commercial	air	service.	Saints	have	long	been	able	to	emphasise	their	own	uniqueness,	but	in	
one	small	way,	they	are	now	just	another	three	letter	airport	code:	HLE,	possibly	taking	over	from	
another	3-letter	code,	RMS,	or	the	Royal	Mail	Ship,	the	main	connection	with	the	outside	world.	
	
The	construction	of	an	airport	has	been	a	long	time	coming,	has	been	completed	at	a	considerable	
cost	to	the	British	government,	and	has	been	predicated	on	substantial	improvements	to	the	island's	
economic	sustainability.	But	in	asking	Saints	about	their	identity,	they	highlighted	their	own	
uniqueness,	something	that	appears	to	be	inseparable	from	their	isolation	and	the	relatively	
restricted	access	they	have	experienced	since	the	opening	of	the	Suez	Canal.	I	examine	how	Saints	
have	grappled	with	the	challenges	posed	by	the	airport	project	to	their	island	identity.	Saint	Helena's	
extreme	remoteness	underlines	the	importance	of	this	change,	but	similar	questions	also	come	up	in	
much	smaller	decisions	made	by	other	island	communities.	The	Saint	Helenian	experience	is	an	
important	point	of	comparison,	and	foregrounds	discussions	of	the	relationship	between	identity,	
islandness	and	isolation.	
	
	
Paul	Jennings,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources	KI	
Marine	pests:	frontline	defence	against	aquatic	invaders	
The	complex	and	varied	oceanographic	environment	of	Kangaroo	Island	(KI)	supports	a	profound	
and	unique	diversity	of	marine	life.	Like	many	islands	elsewhere,	KI	has	not	suffered	the	same	range	
or	intensity	of	disturbances	as	mainland	Australia	and	maintains	representative	and	relatively	intact	
coastal	and	marine	habitats.	These	habitats	provide	critical	refugia	for	marine	dependent	species	
that	have	disappeared	or	declined	elsewhere.		
	
Threats	to	natural	systems	on	islands	such	as	KI	have	been	extensively	documented	and	include	
modifications	to	terrestrial	and	coastal	landscapes,	climate	change	and	incursions	by	non-indigenous	
species.		Like	their	terrestrial	counterparts,	marine	pests	with	the	potential	to	be	translocated	to	the	
coastal	waters	of	KI	are	a	major	biosecurity	risk.		
	
Once	established,	marine	pests	have	devastating	and	irreversible	impacts.	KI	cannot	afford	to	risk	its	
pristine	natural	environment	and	the	vital	coastal	tourism	economy	that	depends	on	it.	The	greatest	
threat	comes	from	the	movement	of	vessels	connecting	KI	to	ports	in	Gulf	St	Vincent	that	are	known	
to	be	infected	with	species	of	marine	pests.	To	mitigate	this	risk,	Natural	Resources	Kangaroo	Island	
(NRKI)	has	developed	strategic	and	cost-effective	approaches	to	preventing	and	responding	to	
marine	pest	incursions	through	a	combination	of	science,	community	engagement	and	on-ground	
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works.	These	include	testing	novel	techniques	that	may	act	as	early	warning	systems	and	engaging	
stakeholders	at	greatest	risk	of	translocating	marine	pests	to	promote	best	practice	biosecurity	
standards.	Front	line	defence	is	further	increased	by	developing	an	island	specific	incident	response	
capability.		
	
	
Fr	Joseph	Jobi	&	Dr	P	A	Sebastian	Pothalil,	Sacred	Heart	College	(Autonomous),	
Kochi,	Kerala,	India	
Pathiramanal	Island:	a	dwindling	paradise	for	arachnologists	in	the	
Vembanad	kol,	a	Ramsar	site	in	India	
A		Ramsar	site	is	an	international	treaty	for	the	conservation	and	sustainable	use	of	wetlands.	
Pathiramanal	Island,	a	green	patch	of	land	with	thick	vegetation,	is	a	part	of	Vembanad-Kol,	a	
Ramsar	site	situated	in	Alappuzha	district	of	Kerala,	India.	Though	Pathiramanal	Island	is	small	in	size	
with	a	comparatively	small	area	under	forest	cover,	it	shows	very	high	levels	of	species	diversity	and	
endemism.	The	Island	has	been	subjected	to	major	alterations	in	its	natural	habitat,	as	it	is	exposed	
to	high	level	of	human	influence.	
	
Spiders	on	Pathiramanal	Island	are	one	of	the	invertebrate	groups	that	gained	attention	from	
taxonomists	very	recently.	Spiders	were	sampled	through	pitfall	traps,	beating	sheets	and	sweeping	
methods	from	October	2014	to	0ctober	2016.	The	70	acre	area	was	categorised	into	low,	
intermediate	and	high	disturbed	areas	in	accordance	with	anthropogenic	influences	on	the	Island.	
Our	study	aimed	to	compare	the	diversity		between	three	habitats	receiving	different	degrees	of	
human	disturbance.	A	total	of	2,412	adult	spiders	from	124	species	distributed	in	26	families	was	
collected,	including	101	species	newly	recorded	on	the	Island,	of	which	7	appear	to	be	new	to	
science.	Salticidae	and	Araneidae	were	the	dominant	families,	with	Tylorida	ventralis	showing	the	
highest	abundance	throughout	the	study.	
	
Areas	exposed	to	high	human	upheavals	exhibited	lower	diversity	indices,	density,	and	evenness	
values,	while	the	low	disturbed	area	with	maximum	diversity	had	the	greatest	density	of	spiders.	
Since	spiders	are	extremely	sensitive	even	to	the	smallest	changes	in	habitat	stucture,	they	are	
effective	tools	to	monitor	the	overall	species	richness	and	health	of	terrestrial	communities.	Our	
results	support	the	Increasing	Disturbance	Hypothesis	that	overall	diversity	will	decrease	in	
disturbed	habitats	and	suggest	that	human	influence	has	a	detrimental	effect	on	the	ecological	
stability	and	sustainability	of	an	ecosystem.	
	
	
Jo	Kaspari,	Queensland	University	of	Technology,	Brisbane	
Lines	In	The	Sand	North	Stradbroke	Island	Festivals	(LITSNSI)	2011-2014:	
chronicling	a	curatorial	philosophy	in	response	to	an	ecology	of	change		
An	overview	of	the	history	of	Moreton	Bay	and	its	islands	(culture,	environment,	penal	colonies,	
settlement	and	post	mining	economies)	will	set	the	context	for	the	environmental	arts	festivals	that	
are	the	subject	of	this	paper.		
	
Lines	in	the	Sand	North	Stradbroke	Island	Ltd.	(LITSNSI)	delivered	four	environmental	arts	festivals	
from	2011	to	2014	in	response	to	an	ecology	of	great	changes	for	Minjerriba	(North	Stradbroke	
Island).	In	2011	artists	were	invited	to	work	in	residence	and	respond	to	the	shifting	lines	in	the	sand	
of	Native	Title	determinations,	announcements	concerning	national	parks,	camp	grounds	and	mining	
through	multi	media	practices	that	encompassed	outdoor	ephemeral	art	installations,	projection,	
performance	and	sound,	film,	and	creative	workshops.	In	effect,	the	festivals	contributed	to	a	
rebranding	of	the	island	as	an	eco-cultural	destination.	
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Reflecting	on	the	history	of	LITSNSI	can	be	understood	as	a	pathway	to	effective	leadership,	one	that	
involves	extensive	networking	and	asserting	a	position	of	ecological	interdependence.	
LITSNSI	provided	the	foundation	for	the	next	generation	of	festivals,	the	inaugural	Quandamooka	
Festival	in	2015,	a	celebration	of	Aboriginal	culture,	Country	and	community	delivered	by	the	
new	Quandamooka	Yoolooburrabee	Aboriginal	Corporation	(QYAC)	working	alongside	regional	
partners.	
	
The	curatorial	philosophy	developed	through	LITSNSI	is	concerned	with	responsive	art	making	
committed	to	local	ecology	and	social	change,	and	articulates	a	contemporary	ecological	art	that	is	
discursive	in	nature	and	communicates	environmental	imperatives.	The	current	research	of	the	
author	extends	this	philosophy	to	include	the	greater	geography	of	Quandamooka,	Moreton	Bay	-	its	
islands	and	waters.	
	
	
Jo	Kaspari,	Lines	in	the	Sand	North	Stradbroke	Island	Ltd	
Quandamooka	beach	and	foreshore	clean	up	
Lines	in	the	Sand	North	Stradbroke	Island	Ltd	(LITSNSI)	is	a	community	based	not-for-profit	
organisation	experienced	in	enabling	environmental	education	by	way	of	the	arts.	During	the	three	
months	of	the	Quandamooka	Festival,	we	undertook	beach	and	foreshore	cleanups	across	the	
islands	of	Quandamooka,	Moreton	Bay.	The	ensuing	film	documentary	was	shared	on	social	media	
platforms	and	screened	on	ferries	that	transit	people	across	the	Bay.	LITSNSI	brought	together	an	
alliance	of	entities	that	include	Reef	Check	Australia	and	Straddie	Camping,	which	is	a	new	business	
initiative	and	partnership	between	the	Quandamooka	Yoolooburrabee	Aboriginal	Corporation	as	
shareholders,	trustee	and	Traditional	Owners	and	Indigenous	Business	Australia	(IBA).		Island-born,	
this	project	was	primarily	funded	by	philanthropic	monies.	
	
Beach	and	foreshore	cleanups	mobilised	a	task	force	of	island	visitors	and	volunteers.	In	a	post	
mining	economy,	a	rebranding	of	Minjerriba,	North	Stradbroke	Island,	as	an	eco-cultural	destination	
aims	to	increase	island	visitations.	This	short	film	carries	the	message	‘take	your	rubbish	with	you’	
and	responsible	practices	such	as	this	will	have	enduring	impact	in	terms	of	the	islands	economic	
sustainability	and	enhances	our	greatest	natural	resource	–	the	Quandamooka,	Moreton	Bay.	
	
	
Professor	Kei	Kawai,	Research	Centre	for	the	Pacific	Islands,	Kagoshima	
University,	Japan	
The	biology	and	ecology	of	shellfish	inhabiting	a	tidal	flat	in	Sumiyo,	Amami	
Oshima	Island,	Japan	
On	Amami	Oshima	Island	in	southern	Japan,	heavy	rainfall	on	20	October	2010	significantly	affected	
most	of	the	area.	An	influx	of	sand,	which	flowed	into	the	sea	near	the	tidal	flat	in	Sumiyo,	caused	
tremendous	damage	to	fisheries.	This	paper	describes	the	effect	of	flood	damage	on	organisms	and	
the	environment	on	a	tidal	flat	by	comparing	results	of	a	survey	conducted	in	December	2009	on	the	
biology	of	Moerella	philippinensis,	a	bi-valve	species	of	infaunal	shellfish,	and	on	seawater	and	soil	in	
Sumiyo,	with	similar	data	recorded	after	the	damage,	in	February	2011	and	March	2016.	
	
After	the	flood	damage,	a	great	many	seashells	were	scattered	around	the	tidal	flat,	and	the	density	
of	living	individuals	significantly	decreased	from	1.50/250	cm2	prior	to	the	flood	damage	to	0.89	
after	the	damage.	The	average	length	of	shells	remained	almost	unchanged	with	15.40	±	1.03	mm	
prior	to	the	flood	damage	and	16.93	±	1.11	mm	after	the	damage.	This	shows	that	the	shellfish	died	
regardless	of	size,	instead	of	in	a	size-related	fashion.	The	flood	damage	obviously	had	a	large	impact	
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on	the	shellfish	at	the	tidal	flat.	However,	a	certain	number	of	individuals	survived,	and	subsequently	
they	show	a	trend	to	recover.		
	
	
Dr	Ilan	Kelman,	University	College	London,	UK	&	University	of	Agder,	Norway	
Lost	for	words?	Island	lessons	on	sustainable	development	terminology	
Sustainable	development	has	spawned	a	large	industry	for	academics,	policy	makers,	and	
practitioners.	This	industry	has	generated	its	own	vocabulary	and	jargon—words	and	phrases	such	
as	adaptation,	adaptive	capacity,	resilience,	social-ecological	systems,	transformation,	and	
vulnerability—which,	due	to	definitions	tailored	to	their	own	pre-conceived	purposes,	end	up	
serving	the	industry	more	than	supporting	people	and	communities	for	living	and	livelihoods.	
	
Island	contexts	reveal	significant	drawbacks	to	such	sustainable	development	vocabulary	being	
imposed	on	them,	such	as	poor	translatability,	cultural	mismatching,	clashes	of	values,	and	
distraction	from	needed	action.	To	overcome	the	self-serving	structure	of	this	sustainable	
development	terminology,	islands	provide	solutions	for	local	contextualisation	of	key	concepts	in	
order	to	keep	them	tangible,	communicable,	and	applicable.	The	lessons	reveal	how	much	
contemporary	sustainable	development	theory	has	long	been	applied	in	practice	in	island	
communities	and	how	to	retain	these	practices	in	the	future	while	overcoming	older	and	more	
recent	practices	which	are	harmful	for	island	communities.	
	
	
Dr	Ilan	Kelman,	University	College	London,	UK	&	University	of	Agder,	Norway	
Tempophilia	forever:	sustainable	island	futures	under	climate	change	
Discussions	of	climate	change	impacts	on	low-lying	island	communities	often	assume	an	outcome	of	
involuntary	mass	migration,	with	islanders	becoming	‘climate	change	refugees’.	Physical	science	
does	not	indicate	the	inevitability	of	island	destruction	and	social	science	does	not	indicate	the	
inevitability	of	islanders	being	forced	to	move	against	their	will.	Major	changes	to	island	life	and	
livelihoods	are	nonetheless	likely	under	climate	change,	but	it	is	unclear	whether	or	not	those	
changes	will	be	as	extensive	as	previous	changes,	such	as	changes	in	religion,	changes	in	transport,	
mass	tourism,	and	the	internet.	
	
Instead,	islander	attitudes	to	mobility	following	environmental	changes—from	volcanic	eruptions	to	
previous	climatic	changes—suggest	a	form	of	tempophilia	or	chronophilia	analogous	to	the	well-
studied	topophilia,	akin	to	sense	of	place.	Tempophilia	or	chronophilia,	rather	than	other	
connotations	in	the	literature,	focus	people’s	interests	on	occurrences	at	the	moment	as	part	of	day-
to-day	actions	and	effects—in	other	words,	having	an	affinity	for	the	present	time—yet	do	not	
neglect	the	past	or	the	future,	just	as	topophilic	islandness	does	not	necessarily	isolate	from	the	rest	
of	the	world.	Tempophilia	or	chronophilia	can	support	decision-making	under	climatic	uncertainties	
by	accepting	that	one’s	future	might	not	be	place-based,	but	might	require	migration	in	order	to	
retain	deep	values	of	local	cultures	and	to	promote	sustainable	living.	Islanders	have	epitomised	
such	mobilities	for	sustainable	futures	and	self-sufficiency	long	before	climate	change	became	a	
contemporary	concern.	These	islander	mobilities	offer	models	for	communities	elsewhere	which	
might	choose	to	move	due	to	climate	change.	
	
	
Heiri	Klein,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Kangaroo	Island	threatened	plants:	a	landscape	challenge	
Kangaroo	Island’s	unique	ecosystems	are	characterised	by	a	high	level	of	endemism	at	the	species	
and	subspecies	level.	The	Island’s	native	flora,	which	provides	habitat	for	many	rare	mammal,	bird	
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and	insect	species,	is	often	regarded	as	being	in	good	condition	when	compared	with	most	other	
South	Australian	regions.	However,	a	closer	look	reveals	serious,	landscape-scale	impacts	such	as	
habitat	degradation	and	fragmentation	that	have	resulted	in	many	plant	species	being	under	threat.	
The	Kangaroo	Island	Nationally	Threatened	Plant	Project	(KINTPP)	was	established	to	address	these	
threatening	processes	by	actively	re-instating	patches	of	highly	biodiverse	vegetation,	with	the	long-
term	vision	of	buffering	and	reconnecting	habitat	at	a	landscape	scale.		
	
Large-scale	ecological	restoration	faces	a	number	of	impediments:	1)	a	general	lack	of	the	
knowledge	and	skills	required	to	propagate	many	native	plant	species;	2)	a	lack	of	resources	to	
undertake	large-scale	plantings;	3)	browsing	pressure	from	native	herbivores	and	4)	competition	
from	weeds.		Since	2002	the	KINTPP	has	been	focussed	on	overcoming	each	of	these	challenges,	
resulting	in	the	delivery	of	ecological	restoration	projects	at	a	number	of	sites	that	benefit	not	only	
threatened	plants	but	also	a	whole	suite	of	other	flora	and	fauna	species.						
	
	
Dr	Murukesan	Krishnapillai,	College	of	Micronesia,	Federated	States	of	
Micronesia	
Climate-smart	urban	vegetable	gardening	for	displaced	urban	populations	in	
the	small	islands	of	Micronesia	
Densely	populated	urban	settlements	in	Micronesia	resulting	from	constant	inflow	of	environmental	
migrants	from	coastal	settings	and	atolls	often	result	in	health	and	social	challenges	of	varying	
severity.	The	influx	and	consumption	of	less	nutritious	imported	food	induce	malnutrition	in	all	
forms	–	undernutrition,	micronutrient	deficiencies,	obesity	and	diet-related	non-communicable	
diseases.	Malnutrition	is	one	of	the	greatest	impediments	to	human	and	national	development.	It	
adversely	affects	physical	growth	as	well	as	cognitive	development	of	the	unborn	and	young	
children,	undermining	the	capacities	and	capabilities	of	individuals	and	communities.	This	calls	for	
the	use	of	climate-smart	urban	vegetable	production	systems	that	ensure	secure	access	to	a	stable	
food	supply.	Urban	gardening	is	an	adaptation	strategy	for	it	helps	the	vulnerable	urban	settlers	to	
diversify	urban	food	sources	and	enhance	access	to	nutritious	food,	diversify	incomes,	and	decreases	
vulnerability	during	periods	of	disasters.	This	paper	examines	the	potential	of	climate-smart	urban	
vegetable	gardening	systems	as	the	most	culturally	appropriate	and	cost-effective	means	of	
addressing	food	and	nutrition	security	for	environmental	migrants	occupying	urban	settlements	in	
the	small	islands	of	Micronesia.		
	
	
Alvin	Lal	(Fiji)	&	Dr	Bithin	Datta,	James	Cook	University,	Queensland	
The	impact	of	groundwater	utilisation	on	coastal	aquifers	in	Pacific	island	
states	
Small	island	countries	(SICs)	are	surrounded	by	the	sea,	and	intensive	groundwater	withdrawal	from	
concentrated	borehole	systems	and	wells	has	resulted	in	saltwater	intrusion	(SI)	causing	
contamination	of	fresh	groundwater	reserves	in	coastal	aquifers.	Increased	salt	concentrations	in	
groundwater	have	depleted	its	utilisation	for	drinking	and	irrigation	purposes	affecting	the	
livelihoods	of	many	SIC	coastal	inhabitants.	
	
The	increasing	demands	for	groundwater	due	to	rapid	population	growth	and	increasing	industrial	
and	agricultural	activities	is	a	key	challenge	facing	SICs	globally.	Planning	sustainable	groundwater	
withdrawal	rates	with	operative	management	strategies	is	necessary	to	address	this	problem.		The	
present	study	explores	the	current	trend	and	the	impacts	of	groundwater	utilisation	on	coastal	
aquifers	in	some	of	the	SICs	in	the	Pacific.	It	also	explores	the	effects	of	long-term	pumping	on	SI	
rates	in	a	coastal	aquifer	system.	



	

15th	Islands	of	the	World	Conference-	ABSTRACTS	LIST	
	

17	

	
Various	pumping	patterns	and	their	consequences	on	the	extent	of	saltwater	intrusion	are	
investigated.		The	outcomes	of	the	study	reveal	that	increasing	groundwater	withdrawal	rates	cause	
an	increase	in	SI.	Recommendations	for	key	planning	and	management	strategies	are	an	integral	
part	of	the	study.	The	simulation	of	various	groundwater	use	scenarios	also	shed	light	on	possible	
planning	and	management	solutions	to	preserve	the	long	term	beneficial	use	of	groundwater	as	a	
source	of	freshwater.		Preserving	the	sustainable	use	of	groundwater	as	a	resource	in	island	coastal	
communities	is	essential	for	sustainable	economic	development.		
	
	
Dr	Michele	Lane,	Kangaroo	Island	
The	island	effect	
My	observations	made	over	forty	years	of	visiting	Kangaroo	Island	are	presented	from	four	different	
perspectives:	as	a	sea-changer,	a	medical	practitioner,	an	environmentalist	and	an	artist.		As	a	sea-
changer,	my	island	visits	reduce	stress	by	allowing	disconnection	from	a	busy,	urban	existence	and	
most	importantly,	a	reconnection	with	the	natural	world.	Humans	rely	on	nature	for	their	material	
necessities	and	also	for	their	emotional,	psychological	and	spiritual	needs.	Depression	rates	are	
halved	amongst	people	who	are	regularly	exposed	to	‘green’	spaces.	This	concept	of	‘therapeutic	
landscapes’	is	particularly	relevant	for	islands.	These	discreet,	sea-locked	lands	often	develop	at	a	
slower	rate,	allowing	survival	of	important	plant	and	animal	species	within	unique	habitats,	as	in	the	
case	of	Kangaroo	Island.	However,	the	divide	between	ecological	and	economic	ideologies	that	
currently	threatens	our	global	future,	will	be	most	devastating	to	islands.	Limited	resources	are	
already	in	conflict	with	their	important	role	as	custodians	of	biodiversity.	As	an	artist	myself,	I	am	
driven	to	creatively	communicate	this	tension	to	the	wider	community.	Collaboration	between	
artists	and	scientists	living	on	Kangaroo	Island	has	fuelled	a	contemporary	art	community	passionate	
about	environmental	issues.	
	
	
Madame	Marie-Line	LeBlanc,	Quebec,	Canada		
Island	territory	as	a	context	for	artistic	inquiry	:	presentation	of	trajectory-
based	artworks		
The	appropriation	of	land	by	artists	who	practice	within	the	spatial	turn	in	contemporary	art	has	
invited	us	to	question	the	relationship	we	have	with	our	surroundings	in	innovative	ways.	As	a	
territorial	framework	and	social	unit,	as	a	configuration	of	objects,	and	as	a	web	of	relations	that	are	
networked	with	other	spaces,	an	island	does	have	enormous	potential	as	a	site	where	one	must	
‘make	do’	with	what	is	at	hand	(De	Certeau,	1980).	
	
I	will	present	recent	trajectory-based	and	participative	artworks	(Island	Study	and	Geopoetic	Survey	
of	Our	Neighbourhoods)	that	are	based	on	fieldwork	and	chain	sampling.	My	art	practice	
investigates	ecological	narratives	which	I	represent	in	poetic	ways	through	a	variety	of	media.		In	
doing	so,	I	wish	to	engage	with	local	communities,	to	acknowledge	the	'quotidien'	(ordinary	event)	
as	a	space	for	knowledge,	and	to	offer	simultaneously	multiple	representations	and	understandings	
of	places.	I	will	discuss	popular	knowledge	and	local	culture	as	intimate	connections	to	the	land,	and	
how	art	can	introduce	something	unexpected	within	the	organisational	logic	of	society.		
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Dr	Stefano	Malatesta	&	Professor	Marcella	Schmidt	di	Friedberg,	Department	
of	Human	Sciences	of	Education,	University	of	Milano-Bicocca,	Italy;	and	
Marine	Research	and	Higher	Education	Center,	University	of	Milano-Bicocca,	
Republic	of	the	Maldives	
Empowering	communities?	A	re-reading	of	the	impact	of	international	actors	
in	the	Maldives	
Since	2012,	as	part	of	a	broader	research	program	conducted	by	the	Marine	Research	&	Higher	
Education	Center	on	the	geography	of	Maldivian	islands,	our	team	has	been	carrying	out	three	
action-research	projects	aiming	to	promote	sustainable	practices,	economic	development	and	
gender	empowerment	within	the	community	of	Faaf-Magoodhoo,	Republic	of	the	Maldives.	These	
projects	address	the	main	environmental	challenges	facing	the	country:	energy	production,	
collective	waste	management	and	drinking	water	availability.	
	
We	have	taken	a	bottom-up	approach,	mainly	drawing	on	two	paradigms,	Climate	Justice	and	
Participatory	Rural	Appraisal.	Recently,	assessing	the	outcomes	of	these	actions,	we	reported	the	
lack	of	an	auto-reflexive	reading	of	the	impact	of	our	Center	on	the	social	and	political	milieu	of	Faaf-
Magoodhoo.	Starting	from	the	re-discussion	of	this	impact,	and	referring	to	the	debate	on	the	
political	role	played	by	international	actors	in	the	region,	this	paper	will	critically	review	a	sample	of	
interventions	carried	out	across	the	archipelago	by	agencies,	NGOs	and	research	centers,	with	a	
specific	focus	on	the	influence	these	actors	have	on	local	environmental	policies.	Furthermore,	
stressing	the	geographical	features	defining	small	Maldivian	islands,	the	contribution	shows	how	the	
need	to	re-think	external	agencies’	actions	is	even	more	important	within	small	island	systems.	
	
	
Danny	Male,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Fostering	community	support	for	marine	parks	through	engagement	with	
schools	on	Kangaroo	Island	
As	a	result	of	its	unique	location,	geography	and	oceanographic	environment,	the	coastal	waters	of	
Kangaroo	Island	are	home	to	a	remarkably	diverse	mixture	of	temperate	and	sub-tropical	marine	
species.	In	recognition	of	this,	four	marine	parks	have	been	created	around	Kangaroo	Island	in	order	
to	protect	approximately	two-thirds	of	the	Island’s	waters.	
	
Despite	their	biodiversity	value,	the	establishment	of	these	parks	was	not	fully	supported	by	the	
local	community.	In	fact,	the	most	recent	survey	of	public	opinion	in	2015	showed	that	only	52%	of	
residents	were	in	favour	of	having	marine	parks	around	Kangaroo	Island.	
	
Island	communities	have	a	strong	connection	to	the	ocean,	with	comparatively	high	proportions	of	
their	population	employed	in	marine	industries	or	using	the	sea	for	recreation.	Engaging	with	young	
people	by	building	on	this	attachment	to	the	sea	is	critical	for	ensuring	that	future	generations	
continue	to	appreciate	and	conserve	the	Island’s	natural	environment.	
	
This	presentation	will	demonstrate	how	Natural	Resources	Kangaroo	Island	has	been	working	with	
local	schools	to	create	novel	opportunities	for	students	to	learn	more	about	the	marine	
environment,	and	how	this	has	influenced	their	support	for	the	marine	parks	network.	
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Nick	Markopolous,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
The	eradication	of	feral	deer	and	goats	on	Kangaroo	Island	
Small	islands	offer	unique	opportunities	for	feral	species	eradication.	However	social,	economic	and	
environmental	complexities	that	exist	within	local	communities,	landholder	groups,	visitors	and	all	
three	levels	of	government	in	Australia	raise	extra	challenges.	The	involvement	and	support	of	all	
stakeholders	underpin	the	success	of	any	program	of	feral	animal	eradication.			
	
In	2005,	an	eradication	program	for	fallow	deer	and	feral	goats	began	on	Kangaroo	Island	(4,400	
km2)	off	the	South	Australian	coast.	Eradication	has	taken	longer	than	anticipated	and	its	success	will	
be	celebrated	once	every	last	breeding	individual	is	accounted	for.		The	current	assessment	and	
population	monitoring	phase	of	the	project	is	revealing	some	very	exciting	results.	This	presentation	
will	focus	on	the	successes	and	challenges	of	the	Kangaroo	Island	program	and	how	obstacles	have	
been	overcome,	with	particular	focus	on	the	difficulties	faced	in	the	final	stages.		
	
	
Professor	Grant	McCall,	University	of	Sydney	
The	3D	world	and	nissology	
“Modernity”	is	the	keynote	concept	of	our	time	and	it	has	been	increasingly	so	for	at	least	two	
centuries,	depending	upon	topics	and	definitions	as	I	discuss	them	here.	The	“3D	World”	is	the	
challenging	troika	of:		De-Tribalisation;	De-Territorialisation;	Dis-Embedded.	All	those	commanding	
forces	cast	groups	and	individuals	adrift	in	concerning	confusion,	as	people	grapple	with	their	daily	
and	life	predicaments.	But	are	these	3D	World	forces	invariably	negative?	
	
De-tribalisation	can	produce	a	cosmopolitan	outlook,	that	seeks	outreach	to	the	multitude	of	
experiments	in	living	that	is	culture.	De-territorialisation	provides	a	fluid	basis	for	association,	so	that	
even	the	most	geographically	remote	community	can	participate	in	the	world,	facilitated	by	evolving	
communications	technologies	that	continue	to	double	in	capacity	whilst	reducing	by	half	in	size	and	
cost,	to	paraphrase	“Moore’s	Law”.	Dis-embedded	enables	groups	and	individuals	to	expand	their	
horizons	beyond	the	local	to	embrace	global	visions	based	on	local	confidence	and	conditions.	
	
The	proof	of	how	the	3D	World	can	be	as	advantageous	as	it	is	unsettling	is	how	Kangaroo	Island	has	
evolved	from	a	land	shunned	as	a	place	of	death	by	Australia’s	original	population	to	a	
contemporary	venue	to	visit,	and	an	exporter	of	primary	production,	increasing	visitors	by	72%	
during	the	decade	2005	to	2015.	Aside	from	the	KI	example,	we	have	also	the	success	of	ISISA	as	a	
scholarly	enterprise	that	is	very	much	a	“3D	World”,	giving	the	organisation	the	power	to	grow	and	
prosper	amid	the	forces	of	global	modernity.	The	conclusion	is	that	places	like	KI	and	island	studies,	
or	Nissology,	as	facilitated	by	organisations	such	as	ISISA	can	show	the	3D	World	how	to	survive	and	
thrive.	
	
	
Professor	Elizabeth	McMahon,	University	of	New	South	Wales,	Sydney	
Performance	poetry	and	Marshallese	survival:	A	link	at	the	United	Nations	
At	the	United	Nations	Climate	Leaders’	Summit	held	in	New	York	City	in	September	2014	
Marshallese	poet	Kathy	Jetnil-Kijiner	recited	a	poem	she	had	written	to	her	seventh-month-old	
daughter,	Dear	Matafela	Beinem.	The	poem	sets	out	a	series	of	both	sacred	and	broken	contracts	
which	will	determine	the	child’s	chances	of	survival	on	this	Pacific	nation	of	coral	atolls:	the	compact	
between	mother	and	daughter	and	the	interconnection	of	ocean,	land	and	the	Marshallese	people.	
From	this	local	context,	the	poem	pans	out	to	question	the	wider	connections	of	global	citizenship	in	
late	industrial	modernity.	In	addressing	the	contracts	made	by	global	capital,	Jetnil-Kiijner’s	poem	
embeds	its	thesis	of	contamination,	inundation	and	resilience	in	poetic	metaphorics	and	in	poetry’s	
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complex	relationship	of	address	to	its	listeners,	what	in	literature	is	called	‘apostrophe’.		In	her	
presentation	Jetnil-Kijiner	makes	a	clear	distinction	between	the	forms	of	address	she	is	deploying,	
moving	from	one	microphone,	where	she	presented	the	plight	of	the	Marshall	Islands,	to	another	
where	she	recites	her	poem.	This	paper	identifies	ways	Jetnil-Kiijner	weaves	webs	of	interconnection	
between	materiality,	culture	and	citizenship	in	her	island	homeland	and	the	home	of	the	world.			
	
	
Dr	Chris	McMurray,	Australian	National	University,	Canberra	
Social,	political	and	economic	implications	of	centralised	development	in	
Pacific	island	nations	
The	early	economic	development	of	most	Pacific	Island	states	was	shaped	during	the	colonial	period,	
primarily	to	facilitate	the	export	of	raw	materials.	In	most	cases	this	resulted	in	a	primate	pattern	of	
urbanisation	with	all	administrative,	trading	and	shipping	activities	centred	on	one	main	settlement.	
Some	inland	areas	and	outlying	islands	were	linked	to	the	main	centre	by	shipping	routes	or	
occasionally	roads,	but	seldom	connected	to	each	other.	A	century	later,	this	legacy	is	not	only	
contributing	to	continuing	economic	disadvantage,	but	also	has	major	social	implications,	including	
unequal	access	to	services	and	political	instability.	
	
This	presentation	considers	the	extent	to	which	the	colonial	economic	and	political	legacy	is	
impacting	the	development	of	sustainable	economies,	participation,	productivity	and	effective	
leadership	in	Pacific	Island	nations.	It	includes	a	case	study	of	the	Solomon	Islands,	based	partly	on	
the	author's	recent	research	in	rural	and	urban	communities.	
	
	
Dr	Robyn	Molsher,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Human	health	and	ecosystem	benefits	of	environmental	volunteering	on	
Kangaroo	Island		
Environmental	volunteering	(EV)	can	provide	a	unique	way	to	optimise	the	wellbeing	of	participants	
while	fostering	environmental	stewardship.	However,	the	potential	of	EV	to	create	human	health	
benefits	remains	an	under-researched	area.	This	project	examined	changes	in	wellbeing	and	
environmental	awareness	of	participants	from	diverse	backgrounds	undertaking	EV	activities	on	
Kangaroo	Island.		
	
Islands	can	provide	the	ideal	environment	to	facilitate	a	project	of	this	type	as	lack	of	services	leads	
to	a	greater	need	for	volunteers	than	on	the	mainland,	employment	opportunities	are	generally	low	
and	the	necessary	partnerships	between	groups	is	promoted	in	smaller	communities.	In	this	case,	
strategic	partnerships	were	established	between	conservation,	regional	development,	employment	
and	health	organisations	to	create	community	ownership	and	cohesion	around	project	goals.		
	
This	project	provided	evidence	for	improved	health	outcomes	and	environmental	awareness	in	32	
participants.	Other	benefits	included:	31%	of	those	seeking	work	obtained	it	and	50%	joined	a	
volunteer	group	at	program	completion.	The	study	emphasised	the	importance	of	facilitating	
participation	of	members	of	the	community	who	are	socially	excluded.	It	can	be	used	as	a	model	for	
islands	or	regional	communities	elsewhere.	Benefits	of	volunteering	in	small	communities	can	also	
include	being	known	to	potential	future	sponsors	or	employers.	
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Dr	Robyn	Molsher,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Responding	adaptively	to	increasing	koala	numbers	on	Kangaroo	Island	
Islands	can	be	considered	analogous	to	fragmented	habitat,	because	for	most	species,	dispersal	and	
movement	from	islands	is	inhibited.	A	number	of	koala	(Phascolarctos	cinereus)	populations	in	
south-east	Australia	have	rapidly	increased	in	density	because	of	a	lack	of	natural	predators	and	
dispersal	opportunities,	with	resulting	over-browsing	of	food	trees.		
	
The	introduced	koala	population	on	Kangaroo	Island	has	been	managed	through	fertility	suppression	
since	1996	with	>12,500	koalas	sterilised	to	protect	native	vegetation.	Regular	monitoring	and	
censuses	have	shown	that	the	koala	population	declined	steadily	from	an	estimated	27,000	in	2001	
to	14,000	in	2010.	In	the	last	few	years,	however,	despite	continued	sterilisation	efforts,	koala	
numbers	have	increased	as	a	result	of	a	range	of	enabling	factors.	These	include:	the	availability	of	
new	habitats	(e.g.,	blue	gum	plantations),	reduced	sterilisation	and	translocation	targets,	
inaccessibility	to	some	properties	for	koala	management	and	favourable	climatic	conditions.		
	
The	population	increase	has	prompted	an	in-depth	evaluation	of	the	program	that	has	emphasised	
the	need	for	applied	research	and	innovative	tools	to	address	key	knowledge	gaps.	This	paper	
discusses	the	challenges	and	successes	of	one	of	the	largest	mammalian	fertility	control	programs	in	
the	world.	It	describes	the	recent	application	of	drone	technology	to	support	koala	monitoring,	as	
well	as	the	role	of	spatial	modelling	in	assisting	managers	to	determine	appropriate	adaptive	
management	strategies.	
	
	
David	Morris	&	Joti	Weijers-Coghlan,	University	of	South	Australia,	Adelaide	
Assisting	an	island	community	enterprise	in	Vanuatu		
This	paper	describes	work	in	progress	of	a	project	initiated	by	the	chiefs	of	Tanna	Island,	Vanuatu,	to	
engage	the	Design	Construct	Program	at	the	University	of	South	Australia	to	assist	in	developing	a	
model	community	eco-tourism	enterprise	with	the	aims	of	generating	income	for	the	education	of	
youth	and	preserving	ownership	and	control	of	indigenous	land.	Tanna	Island,	being	one	of	more	
than	80	islands	in	the	Vanuatu	archipelago,	is	relatively	isolated	by	distance	from	exogenous	
influences.	This	isolation,	while	largely	preserving	Tanna’s	cultural	and	natural	heritage,	and	its	
attraction	as	a	tourist	destination,	presents	particular	challenges	for	economic	development,	
exacerbated	by	the	vulnerability	of	the	region	to	natural	disaster.		
	
The	paper	describes	the	strategy	adopted	for	this	community	enterprise	to	preserve	both	culture	
and	environment	by	maximizing	endogenous	economic	development	based	upon	existing	highly	
evolved	and	well	adapted	ni-Vanuatu	(of-Vanuatu)	cultural	traditions	augmented	by	a	multi-agency	
community	education	and	training	program	to	build	capacity	in	areas	of	management,	finance,	
tourism,	hygiene,	building,	maintenance	and	service	technologies.	It	is	hoped,	that	as	this	project	
progresses	towards	hosting	its	first	visitors	later	in	2017,	it	will	demonstrate	what	can	be	achieved	
by	a	community	and	become	a	model	that	other	communities	can	replicate	to	address	Tanna	
Island’s	limited	educational	and	economic	opportunities,	and	its	vulnerability	to	foreign	land	
ownership	and	control.	
	
	
Professor	Satoru	Nishimura,	Kagoshima	University,	Japan	
Social	and	economic	Issues	in	the	Federated	States	of	Micronesia	in	an	era	of	
globalisation	
Small	island	Pacific	countries	such	as	the	Federated	States	of	Micronesia	(FSM)	are	undergoing	
processes	of	commercialisation	and	globalisation.	Heavy	dependence	of	the	national	economy	on	
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grants	from	foreign	countries	is	also	problematic.	FSM	needs	to	be	more	independent	economically	
and	politically	because	the	size	of	grants	is	heavily	dependent	on	both	global	and	donor	economies.	
Social	and	economic	problems	vary	from	place	to	place	even	within	the	country.		This	paper	first	
examines	the	social	and	economic	problems	in	FSM	both	at	national	and	state	levels	using	the	
official	Government	statistics	such	as	the	FSM	2010	Census	of	Population	and	Housing.	The	data	
explain	problems	such	as	depopulation	and	too	much	dependency	on	grants	at	the	national	level	
and	remittances	at	the	individual	level,	both	from	other	countries.	It	also	discusses	the	situation	at	
the	level	of	islands,	with	the	use	of	field	research	data	conducted	on	Piis	Island,	Chuuk	State,	by	the	
author	in	2016.	Regarding	the	descriptive	analysis,	reference	is	made	to	the	research	of	Father	
Francis	Haze	where	he	identifies	domestic	violence	and	alcohol	addiction	as	consequences	of	
economic	and	social	pressures.	The	paper	concludes	by	exploring	the	interrelationships	between	
economic	and	social	problems,	and	seeks	to	identify	useful	solutions	to	them.		
	
	
Dr	Reed	Perkins,	Queens	University	of	Charlotte,	USA	&	Dr	Steve	Kraus,	Beacon	
College,	USA	
An	interdisciplinary	examination	of	climate	change	perceptions	and	
responses	in	Yap	State,	Federated	States	of	Micronesia	
Yap	State,	Federated	States	of	Micronesia	(9.5N,	138E)	consists	of	four	high	islands	(Main	Islands	or	
MI)	and	13	coral	atolls	and	smaller	islands	(Outer	Islands	or	OI)	spread	over	400,000	km2	of	ocean.		
Sea	levels	in	western	Micronesia	are	rising	at	three	to	four	times	the	global	average,	and	saltwater	
intrusion	is	impacting	food	production.	
	
This	paper	examines	three	related	dimensions	of	Yap	residents’	perceptions	and	responses	to	
climate	change	impacts.		First,	physical	geographical	differences	between	the	MI	and	OI	necessitate	
high	spatial	variability	in	impacts.		The	OI’s	isolation,	low	elevation,	and	mostly	coralline	substrate	
result	in	fewer	and	more	immediate	adaptation	options	(e.g.,	permanent	emigration).		Second,	the	
traditional	Sawei	tribute	system	between	the	MI	and	the	OI	binds	these	cultures	in	a	contract	of	
mutual	obligation,	allowing	OI	residents	the	right	to	relocate	to	the	MI.		Third,	the	MI’s	indigenous	
sociopolitical	system	(e.g.,	land	tenure,	social	hierarchy,	complex	lineage	networks)	has	traditionally	
provided	MI-wide	food	security	and	social	resilience	through	well-defined	production	and	
distribution	patterns.		This	strong	communal	support	system	makes	precise	evaluation	of	Yap	State’s	
vulnerabilities	problematic.		Also,	efforts	by	MI	residents	to	integrate	traditional	agricultural	
knowledge	with	modern	geospatial	science	may	develop	a	new	approach	to	food	security.	
	
	
Dr	Reed	Perkins,	Queens	University	of	Charlotte,	USA;	Dr	Margie	Falanruw,	Yap	
Institute	of	Natural	Science	&	Francis	Ruegorong,	Yap	State	Department	of	
Agriculture	&	Forestry	
Maintaining	food	security	despite	sea	level	rise	on	Yap,	Federated	States	of	
Micronesia	
To	better	document	the	impacts	of	sea	level	rise	(SLR)	on	the	food	security	of	Yap	State,	Federated	
States	of	Micronesia,	food	producers	in	117	of	the	120	villages	on	the	four	main	islands	(MI)	were	
asked	two	questions:	‘Where	do	you	grow	taro?’	(2,707	patches	were	identified	and	mapped);	and	
‘Is	saltwater	intruding	there?’		Spatial	analysis	of	these	anecdotal	data	unexpectedly	suggests	that	
saltwater	intrusion,	though	highly	spatially	variable,	is	affecting	food	production	up	to	5	metres	
elevation.		Also,	GIS	analysis	indicates	that	~68	%	of	land	ideal	for	taro	production	(based	on	soils	
and	slope)	is	located	in	the	0-5	metre	elevation	zone.		Approximately	40%	of	Yap	State’s	population	
lives	on	widely	scattered	small	islands	or	coral	atolls	(typical	maximum	elevation	=	5	metres),	and	
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these	residents	are	beginning	to	migrate	to	the	MI.		Thus,	SLR	appears	to	be	increasing	Yap’s	MI	
population	while	simultaneously	degrading	its	food	production	capacity.		This	paper	describes	an	
ongoing	project	to	maintain	food	security	on	Yap’s	Main	Islands	that	integrates	geospatial	science	
and	traditional	knowledge	of	Yap.		Specific	objectives	include	validating	and	quantifying	the	
anecdotal	data,	creating	spatially	accurate	geodatabases,	and	building	new	food	production	and	
ecosystem	management	strategies.	
	
	
Dr	Margi	Prideaux,	Indo-Pacific	Governance	Research	Centre,	University	of	
Adelaide	
Rooted	cosmopolitanism	and	‘islands	of	communities’:	the	potential	for	small	
island	communities	to	influence	governance	
In	most	contemporary	nation	states,	politics	has	become	a	muted	discussion.	We	have	been	
persuaded	that	governance	is	focused	only	through	the	authority	of	the	state,	but	beyond	everyday	
view,	governance	is	increasingly	controlled	by	non-state	elites.	As	a	consequence,	the	citizens	of	
most	states	have	little	active	engagement	with	important	national	and	international	governance	
matters.	Against	this	trend,	many	small	island	communities	have	retained	cultivated	and	reciprocal	
interactions	with	their	governance	bodies.	Independent	small	island	nation	states	are	often	
assertively	active	on	behalf	of	their	citizens	in	global	governance	matters,	whereas	the	views	of	sub-
national	islands	are	usually	suppressed	by	mainland	governments	that	distantly	control	their	affairs,	
often	without	consideration	of	their	island	character.	
	
As	world	politics	intensifies,	empowering	small	islands,	and	indeed	‘islands	of	communities’,	is	
becoming	crucial	to	balance	homogenised	decisions	driven	by	non-state	elites.	Rooted	
cosmopolitanism	invites	a	broader,	more	inclusive	community	to	the	national	and	international	
governance	table,	balancing	local	and	larger	moral	claims	while	expanding	and	enriching	
understanding	of	self,	the	other	and	the	world.	Using	the	rooted	cosmopolitan	model,	this	paper	
investigates	the	political	need	for	island	voices,	and	how	the	empowerment	of	‘islands	of	
communities’	might	be	achieved.	
	
	
Dr	Max	Quanchi,	University	of	Queensland	&	Deakin	University,	Victoria	
Using	historical	photography	to	explore	the	concept	of	‘islands’	
Photography	presented	small	Pacific	islands	to	a	reading	and	viewing	world	in	the	mid	nineteenth	
century	and	this	imaging	has	continued	in	advertising,	reporting	and	social	media.	The	expanse	of	
oceans	was	difficult	to	capture,	but	a	tropical,	distant,	paradisiacal	Pacific	or	South	Seas	“isle”	proved	
immediately	successful	through	the	camera.	This	paper	argues	that	it	was	images	–	art,	then	
photography	--	not	words,	that	created	familiarity	and	visual	association	with	the	Pacific	through	a	
global	onslaught	in	magazines,	illustrated	newspapers,	serial	encyclopaedia,	exhibitions	and	
postcards.	
	
Various	conceptual	approaches	frame	this	argument	including	the	New	World’s	marvellous	
possessions	(Greenblatt,	1991),	visual	economy	(Poole,	1997),	artificial	entities	(Mayer,	2002),	
tropicality	(Driver	and	Martins,	2005),	tropicalisation	(Thompson,	2006)	and	visualising	(Koivunen,	
2009).	This	paper	also	relies	on	the	global	tourism	concept	of	“place	image”	to	describe	
photography’s	dominance	in	imaging	the	isles	of	the	Pacific.	These	seminal	works	drew	attention	to	
the	‘gaze’	applied	to	colonial	possessions	and	the	manner	in	which	colonies	were	manufactured	and	
constructed	by	those	in	the	Euro	American	audience	who	drove	systems	of	distribution	and	
dissemination.	The	camera	made	the	Pacific’s	islands	appear	distinctive	and	unique	but	
photography’s	techniques,	trope,	art	and	commercial	applications	were	universal	and	borrowed	
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widely,	so	a	contrary	argument	is	that	islands	are	universal	and	that	without	captions,	viewers	would	
have	confused	Caribbean,	Indian	Ocean,	Asian	and	Pacific	palm	trees	leaning	over	a	white	sand	
beach	and	placid	lagoon.	
	
	
Professor	James	Randall,	University	of	Prince	Edward	Island,	Canada	
Perceptions	of	utopian	islands	by	island	university	students		
The	ambiguous	concept	of	‘utopia’	has	long	been	linked	in	the	public	domain	to	small	islands.	From	
More’s	Utopia	and	Huxley’s	Island	to	the	idealised,	and	often	unattainable,	image	of	the	tropical	
paradise	created	by	the	global	tourism	industry,	islands	have	been	the	subject	of	perfection.		This	
paper	explores	a	contemporary	perception	of	island	utopia	and	perfection	through	the	eyes	of	a	
group	of	young	university	students.	For	the	past	two	years,	this	presenter	has	taught	an	online	
version	of	the	undergraduate	Introduction	to	Island	Studies	course	(IST201)	at	the	University	of	
Prince	Edward	Island,	Canada.	During	that	time,	approximately	180	students	have	taken	the	course.	
As	an	introductory	course	“ice-breaker”	most	of	the	students	completed	a	“Getting	to	Know	You”	
exercise	that	included	questions	on	where	students	were	from,	the	islands	they	have	visited	and	
how	they	would	define	their	perfect	island.	This	paper	presents	a	descriptive	analysis	of	the	results	
to	these	questions.	The	results	will	allow	us	to	better	understand	the	perceptions	of	utopian	island	
landscapes	by	contemporary	islanders	and	to	position	local	learners	to	act	globally.	
	
	
Professor	Dr	Beate	Ratter,	University	of	Hamburg;	Dr	Jan	Petzold,	Alfred	
Wegener	Institute	for	Polar	&	Marine	Research,	Germany;	Kamardine	Sinane,	
Comoros;	Arnes	Hennig,	Hamburg	
Politricks	and	umpteen	allegations:	climate	change	adaptation	in	a	cross	
cultural	comparison	of	the	Bahamas,	the	Maldives	and	the	Comoros		
The	current	discussion	on	anticipated	climate	change	impacts	and	future	sea	level	rise	is	particularly	
relevant	to	small	islands.	Sea	level	rise	leads	to	an	increase	in	natural	hazards	(floods	and	storm	
waves)	and	is	likely	to	have	a	devastating	impact	on	small	island	coastlines,	exacerbating	coastal	
erosion	and	severely	affecting	the	ability	to	achieve	sustainable	development	goals.	Before	
attributing	specific	impacts	to	climate	change,	current	human	activities	need	to	be	analyzed,	
focusing	not	only	on	geomorphological	and	climatological	aspects	but	also	on	political	and	cultural	
frameworks	as	enablers	of	coastal	change.	Historical	experiences,	institutional	settings	and	political	
interests	also	influence	how	small	island	communities	are	prepared	to	deal	with	environmental	
pressures	manifesting	as	present	and	future	coastal	change.	
	
Based	on	empirical	studies	on	The	Bahamas,	Maldives	and	Comoros,	the	paper	discusses	the	variety	
of	meanings	attributed	to	the	coast	such	as	a	resource,	a	construction	and	investment	site,	a	tourist	
attraction,	a	playground	or	spiritual	place.	The	objective	is	to	scrutinize	environmental	responsibility	
at	different	political	levels	and	in	different	societal	settings,	and	to	demonstrate	the	importance	of	
social-political-ecological	systems	analysis	for	adaptation	and	thus	for	future	sustainable	
development.	How	do	the	competing	meanings	ascribed	to	the	coast	influence	society’s	capacity	to	
adapt?	Who	holds	what	responsibilities?	And	how	can	we	learn	from	the	different	examples	
presented?	
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Dr	Peggy	Rismiller,	Pelican	Lagoon	Research	&	Wildlife	Centre,	Kangaroo	
Island,	and	the	University	of	Adelaide	
Turning	up	the	heat	on	small	islands:	thermal	vulnerability	and	adaption	in	a	
warming	climate	
Temperature	and	its	influence	on	various	aspects	of	sustainable	life	is	often	overlooked.		Every	
species,	plant	and	animal,	has	an	optimum	temperature	at	which	they	thrive	and	a	critical	thermal	
maximum	temperature	where	life	ceases.		The	concept	of	thermal	vulnerability	is	gaining	
momentum	in	primary	industries	by	addressing	the	germination,	growing	and	production	needs	of	
domestic	agriculture.		However	the	impacts	of	a	warming	climate	on	the	thermal	qualities	of	native	
microhabitats	and	the	challenges	that	presents	to	adaptation	in	the	natural	biosphere	is	rarely	
considered,	especially	on	small	islands	with	finite	space.	
	
The	thermal	safety	margin	(=thermal	tolerance)	varies	greatly	between	and	even	among	native	
species.		Effective	temperature	regulation	expands	the	thermal	safety	margin	thus	having	significant	
implications	for	survival.	Small	islands	provide	an	optimum	platform	for	understanding	the	effects	on	
terrestrial	land	locked	organisms.	The	role	temperature	plays,	and	the	adaptations	that	two	
significant	native	Kangaroo	Island	wildlife	species	have	evolved,	provide	insights	into	the	significance	
of	thermal	tolerance.		The	ability	and	capacity	for	physiological	adaptations	to	global	warming	will	
vary	among	animal	species.		However,	documented	facts	raise	awareness	and	questions	about	our	
own	thermal	vulnerability.	
	
	
Professor	Monica	Robotin,	School	of	Medicine,	University	of	Notre	Dame,	
Sydney	&	Aishath	Shaheen	Ismail,	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences,	Maldives	
National	University	
Doing	it	their	way	in	a	small	island	nation:	implementing	a	country-specific	
Master	of	Public	Health	in	the	Maldives		
Over	the	last	4	decades,	the	Maldivian	people’s	health	status	improved	significantly,	particularly	in	
maternal	and	child	health	and	through	the	eradication	or	control	of	many	communicable	diseases.	
However,	non-communicable	diseases	and	climate	change	are	undermining	these	successes,	
requiring	new	knowledge	and	skills	from	its	health	workforce.	This	prompted	the	Maldives	National	
University	(MNU)	to	develop	the	first	local	Master	of	Public	Health	(MPH)	program	in	2013.	
	
A	stakeholder	consultation	using	consensus	methods	sought	agreement	on	curricular	structure	and	
competencies	required	by	local	MPH	graduates.	A	research	prioritization	exercise	identified	specific	
Public	Health	research	topics	for	MPH	students	to	pursue,	boosting	local	research	capacity	and	
addressing	emerging	health	needs.	
	
Consultations	about	specific	training	needs	of	prospective	MPH	students,	key	public	health	
competencies	and	preferred	training	models	informed	a	nominal	group	meeting,	where	participants	
agreed	on	curricular	structure	and	MPH	core	subjects.	Elective	subjects	were	selected	and	ranked	
through	a	Delphi	process,	considering	local	health	needs,	feasibility	and	available	teaching	expertise.	
A	similar	process	identified	research	projects	for	students,	aligned	with	MPH	learning	objectives.	
They	pertained	to:	environmental	health,	health	effects	of	climate	change,	food	safety,	addiction	
medicine,	health	disparities,	genetic	aspects	of	disease	and	communicable	disease.	Two	cohorts	of	
students	graduated	from	the	MPH	to	date.	
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Associate	Professor	Sophia	Rolle,	University	of	the	Bahamas	
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDG)	implementation	successes	in	small	
island	states:	the	case	for	The	Bahamas	
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs),	United	Nations,	2016,	are	multi-dimensional,	broad	and	very	
ambitious.	Many	of	the	Small	Island	Developing	States	(SIDS)	or	major	stakeholders	have	undertaken	
these	goals	using	multi-faceted	approaches	and	strategies	to	implementation.	The	goals	for	the	most	
part	encompass	social,	environmental	and	economics	mandates	that	many	governments	have	
grappled	with	for	a	long	time.	How	to	engage	the	public	and	private	sector,	civil	society,	academic	
institutions	and	various	donor	organizations	in	improving	policy	coherence,	legislative	will,	
promoting	partnerships,	strengthen	information,	communication	and	technology	(ICT),	and	the	
promotion	of	investment	will	be	examined	from	The	Bahamas’	perspective.	
	
This	paper	will	also	discuss	ten	key	performing	indicators	(KPIs)	that	are	viewed	as	major	ingredients	
to	implementation	success	across	counties.	An	examination	of	The	Bahamas’s	very	robust	2040	
National	Development	Plan	(2016)	will	be	used	as	a	bases	for	this	discussion.	
	
	
Professor	Sophia	Rolle,	University	of	the	Bahamas	
The	experience	economy	of	Junkanoo	in	in	The	Bahamas:	the	shifting	
paradigm	
This	paper	will	take	an	Experience	Economy	(EE)	approach	to	the	Junkanoo	national	festival	of	The	
Bahamas.	The	four	dimensions	of	the	EE	(Pine	and	Gilmore,	1999)	will	be	examined	in	relation	to	the	
level	of	participation	of	residents	and	tourists	in	Junkanoo.	The	experience	economy	examines	how	
industries	create	and	measure	experiences	generated	through	the	activities	of	those	industries	
(Flagstade	2006).	This	four-phase	economic	progressive	model	will	be	used	to	further	substantiate	
what	are	the	consumptive	environments	of	Junkanoo	that	can	be	measured.	

This	paper	will	further	investigate	whether	the	allure	of	Junkanoo	for	the	citizens	of	The	Bahamas	is	
shifting	away	from	this	deep-rooted	cultural	phenomenon	to	become	a	shallower	festival	or	carnival.		
The	diversification	and	differentiation	of	one	of	the	major	tourism	products	(Junkanoo)	by	the	
Government	of	The	Bahamas	will	also	be	advanced.	Measuring	levels	of	EE	through	the	lens	of	
economics	will	be	reviewed.	Other	questions	to	be	addressed	are:	How	should	the	decline	in	levels	
of	participation	in	Junkanoo	be	addressed?	Has	the	paradigm	shifted	for	good	in	the	Carnival	
direction	or	can	they	both	exist?	
	
	
Emeritus	Professor	Stephen	Royle,	Queen’s	University,	Belfast,	United	Kingdom	
Effective	resource	management	in	small-island	Japan	
Japan,	whilst	dominated	by	its	four	large	islands,	has	a	plethora	of	small	islands.	The	author	had	
much	opportunity	to	experience	small-island	Japan,	particularly	the	Osumi,	Tokara	and	Amami	
groups	off	southern	Kyushu,	whilst	Visiting	Professor	at	Kagoshima	University	Research	Centre	for	
Pacific	Islands	in	2015-16.	These	islands	display	great	geological	variety	from	active	–	smoking	–	
volcanoes	through	steep	granitic	masses	to	limestone	reefs,	but	share	the	problems	(and	
opportunities)	of	small	islands.	They	have	reacted	in	ways	related	to	local	opportunities	presented	
by	natural	or	human	agency.	Limestone	islands,	such	as	Kikaijima,	focus	on	agriculture,	particularly,	
given	the	southern	location,	sugar	and	its	products,	including	spirits.	High	islands	with	special	
ecosystems	attract	visitors	to	view	wildlife	and	wilderness,	especially	Yakushima.	Islands	market	
specialist	products	such	as	the	knives	and	scissors	of	Tanegashima,	the	silk	of	Amami-oshima	or	
cultural	traditions	from	the	bullfighting	of	Tokunoshima	to	the	shima-uta	music	of	Amami-Oshima.	
Islands	co-operate:	there	is	some	joint	marketing	and	shared	infrastructure,	such	as	a	ferry	to	the	
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three	Mishima	islands	and	another	to	the	inhabited	islands	in	the	Tokara	group.	These	islands	make	
the	most	of	what	they	have	–	with	some	support	from	outside	–	and	their	experiences	present	
lessons	to	the	wider	insular	world.	
	
	
Chetan	Shah,	Fiji	National	University	
Faculty	perceptions	of	sustainability	in	education:	a	case	study	from	Fiji		
Sustainability	is	a	key	consideration	for	an	island’s	development	and	becomes	even	more	critical	in	a	
fragile	ecosystem.	Education	is	crucial	for	promoting	sustainable	development	and	improving	the	
capacity	of	people	to	address	it.	As	universities	are	communities	for	learning,	it	is	imperative	that	
their	teaching	endorse	sustainability.	Academic	staff	play	a	crucial	role	in	ensuring	sustainable	
learning.	Often	their	teaching	is	based	on	their	own	perceptions	and	motivations.	These	perceptions	
often	guide	and	mould	the	students’	learning	and	thought	processes.	Fiji	is	one	of	the	most	
developed	countries	among	the	small	island	developing	states	in	the	South	Pacific	and	is	a	
recognised	centre	of	learning	for	the	region.	
	
Using	an	emic	approach,	this	paper	attempts	to	map	these	perceptions	of	sustainability	in	tertiary	
education	in	Fiji,	further	relating	them	to	the	pedagogy	employed	within	respective	disciplines.	The	
paper	also	compares	the	importance	local	and	expatriate	staff	give	to	teaching	sustainability,	
identifying	the	sustainability	aspects	they	choose	to	address,	their	motivations	and	their	approach	
towards	overcoming	challenges.	A	qualitative	approach	is	followed	and	convenience	sampling	is	
used	to	collect	data	through	semi-structured	interviews.	A	thematic	approach	is	used	to	analyse	the	
data	through	an	open	software	package,	QDA		
	
	
Professor	Phillip	Slee	&	Dr	Grace	Skrzypiec,	Flinders	University,	Adelaide	
Promoting	peaceful	schools	in	small	island	communities	
Internationally	there	is	now	a	long	overdue	focus	on	the	well-being	and	health	of	young	people	in	
the	education	sector	including	those	in	small	island	communities.	Put	simply	the	concept	of	well-
being	refers	to	optimal	psychological	functioning	and	experience.	Schools	typically,	and	teachers	
generally,	have	always	seen	it	as	part	of	their	role	to	support	and	encourage	children’s	all-round	
development,	including	their	cognitive,	interpersonal,	social,	aesthetic,	physical	and	moral/spiritual	
growth.		
	
Research	in	Australian	schools	has	found	that	both	traditional	and	cyber	bullying	has	harmful	mental	
health	outcomes	for	all	those	involved	(Skrzypiec,	Slee,	Askell-Williams,	&	Lawson,	2012).	This	paper	
will	provide	a	broad	overview	of	the	basic	principles	for	promoting	well-being	and	reducing	school	
violence	with	a	focus	on	small	island	communities.	A	national	intervention	focused	on	promoting	
student	well-being	and	reducing	school	violence	conducted	on	the	island	of	Malta	will	be	used	to	
illustrate	the	barriers	and	facilitators	for	promoting	peaceful	small	island	communities.	Particular	
consideration	will	be	given	to	the	issues	(e.g.,	confidentiality	and	anonymity)	faced	on	small	island	
communities	in	conducting	interventions	where	participants,	communities	and	organisations	are	
well	known	to	each	other.	
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Jennifer	Smith,	University	of	Southern	Queensland,	Toowoomba	
Learning	how	to	grow:	new	farmers	in	Tasmania	
‘New	farmer’	movements	on	small	islands	may	serve	as	models	for	bridging	the	frequently	cited	gap	
between	ideas	of	local	and	global	survival.		This	paper	uses	new	farmers	in	Tasmania	to	illustrate	the	
potential	contribution	these	people	make	to	rural	diversity	and	resilience,	as	they	learn	to	‘dwell’	as	
farmers	and	as	they	learn	to	be	productive	through	farming.	
	
Agriculture	in	Australia	continues	to	lose	farmers	to	more	urban	ways	of	life.		Despite	this,	these	
people	are	choosing	to	enter	agriculture	for	the	first	time.		Many	of	them	come	to	farm	in	Tasmania	
and	its	smaller	islands	as	‘non-locals’	and	they	must	learn	how	to	belong.	
	
This	research	is	ongoing,	but	early	observations	suggest	that	these	non-local	people	are	learning	
how	to	be	local	through	the	food	they	produce,	and	they	are	forming	new	networks	of	relationships	
in	the	process.			People	have	imaginatively	projected	new	futures,	transforming	perceptions	of	their	
identities	as	they	transform	their	social	and	physical	landscapes.	
	
Global	risks	associated	with	the	industrialisation	of	agriculture	and	climate	change	are	an	anxious	
backdrop	to	the	local	farming	scene,	and	it	may	be	that	the	growth	of	new	farmers	on	islands	like	
Tasmania	will	contribute	to	our	adaptive	capacities.		
	
	
Dr	Rick	Southgate,	Kangaroo	Island	Eco-Action	
Kangaroo	Island:	clean,	green	and	pristine?	
Kangaroo	Island	is	widely	promoted	as	being	‘clean,	green	and	pristine’	by	government	and	industry	
to	market	tourism	and	agricultural	products.	But	do	these	claims	stack	up	compared	to	adjacent	
regions	and	other	islands?	This	paper	examines	physical	and	natural	characteristics,	the	extent	
and	type	of	agricultural	practise,	resource	use,	and	attitudes	of	residents	and	visitors	to	determine	
the	accuracy	of	these	assertions.	While	47%	of	native	vegetation	is	retained	and	there	are	fewer	
threatened	species	compared	to	neighbouring	regions,	agricultural	practices,	energy	use	and	
waste	production	are	similar.	There	are	a	mix	of	other	significant	issues	including	water	resource	
allocation,	weed	and	pest	animal	problems.	
		
A	framework	and	approach	is	outlined	to	provide	a	more	accurate	benchmark	of	the	Island’s	
environmental	credentials.	It	is	argued	that	presenting	verifiable	information	(including	the	
measurement	of	conditions	and	material	and	energy	flows),	coupled	with	the	clear	steps	being	
undertaken	to	improve	conditions	would	provide	a	stronger,	more	honest	way	for	islands	to	
promote	their	products.		
	
	
Terra	Sprague,	University	of	Bristol,	United	Kingdom	
Listening	to	the	mangrove:	local	conceptualisations	of	island	resilience	in	the	
face	of	environmental	change	
The	discourse	of	island	vulnerability	is	shifting	to	one	of	resilience,	but	what	is	meant	by	this	
increasingly	fashionable	term?	International	development	bodies	often	bring	self-defined	
understandings	of	resilience	to	their	work	in	islands.		This	paper	argues	for	greater	attention	to	local	
conceptualisations	of	resilience	before	prioritising	work	on	resilience-building	through	frameworks,	
indices	and	profiles.		
	
Using	the	mangrove	as	a	metaphor	for	local	knowledge,	this	research	has	sought	to	better	
understand	how	resilience	is	conceived	amongst	a	wide	range	of	local	stakeholders.	Through	
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qualitative	inquiry,	and	using	narrative	methods,	it	listens	to	a	multiplicity	of	voices	and	perspectives	
in	Mauritius,	Saint	Lucia	and	Fiji	to	explore	local	understandings	of	the	pressing	environmental	
concerns	and	what	resilience	means	in	the	face	of	environmental	change	in	these	three	island	states.	
Extending	Deleuze’s	concepts	of	the	tree	and	rhizome,	this	paper	presents	a	Mangrove	of	Local	
Knowledge	about	island	resilience.	
	
While	the	concept	of	resilience	has	grabbed	global	attention	as	we	face	increasing	environmental	
uncertainty,	islands	have	dealt	with	some	of	the	earliest	and	most	severe	effects	of	climate	change.	
As	such,	there	is	much	which	others	can	learn	from	this	sharp	end	experience.	
	
	
Emeritus	Professor	Nenad	Starc,	The	Institute	of	Economics,	Zagreb,	Croatia	
Island	ranking	in	Croatia:	challenges	and	entanglements		
In	regionally	heterogeneous	Croatia	the	islands	are	the	region	with	most	pronounced	specificities.	
However	the	Croatian	island	towns	and	municipalities	(local	self-management	units	-	LSUs)	are	
subjected	to	development	ranking	by	use	of	the	official	one-dimensional	indicator.	Island	LSUs	thus	
appear	on	the	overall	rank	list	together	with	mainland	LSUs.	The	ranks	of	particular	island	LSUs	thus	
misguide	the	policy	makers	and	lead	to	ill	treatment	of	island	problems.	The	paper	proposes	ranking	
islands	in	two	dimensions.	It	is	asserted	that	islands	that	are	not	attractive	either	for	economic	
development	or	for	everyday	life	are	areas	of	threatened	socio-economic	sustainability	calling	for	
specific	policy	measures.	Social	and	economic	dimensions	are	thus	defined,	each	one	based	on	two	
indicators.	Dimension	values	are	obtained	by	means	of	principal	components/factor	analysis.	
Simulations	based	on	different	weighting	of	indicators	are	also	done.	The	results	point	out	four	
groups	of	islands	which	require	specific	measures	regardless	of	their	rank	on	the	overall	official	
development	rank	list.	Possibilities	of	extending	the	analysis	to	more	than	two	dimensions	also	are	
discussed.	It	is	stressed	that	decisions	on	dimensions	and	weights	should	be	made	with	policy	goals	
and	existing	policy	instruments	in	mind.		
	
	
Mary-Alice	Swan	&	Debbie	Clark,	Dragon	Boat	SA	Inc	
Connecting	the	Kangaroo	Island	community	through	dragon	boating	in	
Pelican	Lagoon	Marine	Sanctuary	
All	Island	communities	are	alone,	cut	off	by	a	body	of	water.	But	Kangaroo	Island	Dragons	take	what	
the	water	has	to	offer,	add	a	dragon	boat	or	two	and	create	a	form	of	recreation	that	enhances	lives,	
promotes	well-being,	lifts	the	spirit	and	brings	together	diverse	people	from	across	the	Island.	In	this	
way,	a	unique,	pristine	marine	asset,	Pelican	Lagoon	at	American	River,	is	being	used	to	build	
community	through	fitness	and	fun.	
	
Historically,	American	River	was	the	hub	of	modern	Kangaroo	Island,	where	American	sealers	set	up	
camp	and	built	a	new	vessel,	The	Independence.	Boating	and	fishing	remain	at	the	heart	of	the	
area’s	culture.		
	
Paddling	in	unison	in	the	company	of	dolphins,	shorebirds,	seabirds,	and	fishing	and	sailing	boats	
fosters	cooperation	and	team	spirit	among	paddlers	of	all	ages	and	abilities,	building	strong	and	
supportive	relationships.	People	learn	new	skills,	including	leadership,	and	it	is	a	great	springboard	
for	clear,	creative	thinking	and	innovation	that	adds	to	productivity	outside	the	sport.	These	are	
essential	qualities	for	people	in	small	island	communities	where	being	healthy,	happy,	fit,	skilled	and	
connected	help	maintain	a	strong	social	fabric.		
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Alice	Teasdale,	Kangaroo	Island	
On	inhabited	islands:	Shakespeare,	Stevenson,	magic,	colonisation	and	the	
public	imagination	
Literature	has	shaped	notions	of	‘islandness’	in	the	public	imagination	for	millennia.	While	the	
‘Robinsonade’	or	castaway	narrative	is	probably	more	common,	tales	of	inhabited	islands	reflect	
changing	attitudes	to	nation,	culture,	isolation	and	power.	
	
Shakespeare’s	The	Tempest	has	ideas	of	‘islandness’	embedded	within	it	and	layered	upon	it.	It	
references	the	mystic	–	and	often	gendered	–	islands	of	the	Odyssey	and	other	classical	texts,	as	well	
as	the	grand	adventure	of	the	expanding	new	world.	This	island	has	also	been	read	as	a	microcosm	
of	the	brutal	process	of	colonisation,	with	discourses	on	power,	dignity	and	human	cruelty.	
	
Stevenson	wrote	Treasure	Island	as	a	flight	of	fancy,	and	his	readers	revelled	in	its	pure	romance.	
When	the	author	himself	travelled	to	the	islands	of	the	Pacific,	his	fictional	and	autobiographical	
writing	took	on	a	more	realistic	bent,	exploring	the	subtleties	of	colonisation	and	cultures	in	conflict.	
But	his	readers,	while	captivated	with	the	idea	of	his	South	sea	life,	were	unimpressed	with	his	gritty	
new	style.	Unified	by	themes	of	magic,	adventure	and	the	journey,	as	well	as	an	unsettling	discourse	
on	the	nature	of	power,	these	texts	give	insight	into	the	history	of	‘islandness’	in	the	public	
imagination.	
	
	
Jennie	Teasdale	(Kangaroo	Island),	Flinders	University	&	Claire	Mincham-
Trowbridge,	Kangaroo	Island	Community	Education	
Kids	on	an	island:	children’s	perceptions	of	place	and	islandness		
Using	the	tool	of	story	writing,	island	children	were	invited,	by	external	researchers	with	teaching	
experience,	to	describe	their	feelings	about	living	on	Kangaroo	Island.	Over	250	stories	were	written	
by	children	aged	5	to	16	both	within	and	outside	the	context	of	the	school.	An	analysis	of	their	
stories	revealed	that	they	had	a	strong	awareness	of	the	island	as	place,	with	common	themes	
relating	to	islandness	frequently	surfacing.		
	
The	lived	experience	of	Kangaroo	Island’s	children	can	be	described	as	‘free	range’.	Within	their	
narratives	children	described	islandness	predominantly	in	terms	of	landscape	and	human	
relationships.	Like	the	majority	of	young	children	living	in	a	socially	secure,	environmentally	
wholesome	world,	most	Kangaroo	Island	children	have	an	idealistic,	Utopian	view	of	life	on	their	
island,	particularly	those	in	younger	age	groups.	This	study	will	explore	how	island	children’s	identity	
is	significantly	sculptured	by	their	early	island	experiences	and	will	report	on	changing	perceptions	of	
islandness	as	children	mature.		
	
The	presentation	will	juxtapose	the	Kangaroo	Island	children’s	stories	against	a	theoretical	
understanding	of	place	and	islandness,	predominantly	from	geographical	and	sociological	
perspectives.	A	small	sample	of	stories	will	be	read	by	young	authors.	The	paper	will	conclude	by	
raising	suggestions	for	future	research.	As	a	small	island	case	study	the	authors	hope	to	engage	with	
conference	participants	in	exploring	the	usefulness	of	this	methodology	for	furthering	our	
understanding	of	islandness.	
	
	
Aaron	Tham,	University	of	the	Sunshine	Coast,	Queensland	
Ship	Ahoy!	Cruise	tourism	to	world	heritage	Fraser	Island	
Cruise	tourism	has	witnessed	unprecedented	growth	rates	amidst	greater	interest	in	new	
destinations	and	ships	with	an	impressive	array	of	features.	There	is	some	agreement	within	the	
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industry	that	the	sector	is	likely	to	continue	its	growth	trajectory,	given	that	many	cruise	tourists	are	
sold	on	the	idea	of	the	all-inclusive	and	value-based	pricing	strategies	employed	by	many	operators.	
From	an	academic	perspective,	cruise	tourism	promises	economic	and	social	sustainability,	
particularly	from	the	perspective	of	emerging	destinations.	However,	others	contend	that	cruise	
tourism	places	significant	pressures	on	small	islands,	especially	where	pollution	and	waste	disposal	
are	concerned.	
	
This	paper	focuses	on	the	development	of	cruise	tourism	to	Fraser	Island,	Australia.	Despite	its	
World	Heritage	listing,	Fraser	Island	is	extremely	vulnerable	to	external	stressors	caused	by	tourism	
developments.	Some	studies	have	alluded	to	tourism	activities	that	may	have	negative	
environmental	impacts,	such	as	altering	dingo	behaviour.	The	island	also	is	grid-free,	does	not	
generate	its	own	food	sources,	and	can	only	be	accessed	by	4WD	vehicles.	This	insularity	of	the	
destination	adds	to	its	vulnerability.	
	
The	research	reported	in	this	paper	focuses	on	the	impacts	of	cruise	tourism	on	Fraser	Island.	The	
presentation	will	report	on	preliminary	findings	that	suggest	how	cruise	tourism	might	be	managed	
in	order	to	mitigate	any	damaging	consequences.	
	
	
Associate	Professor	Takashi	Torii,	Faculty	of	Fisheries,	Kagoshima	University,	
Japan	
Efforts	for	improving	the	distribution	of	fishery	products	in	Toshima	village,	
Japan	
The	fishing	industry	in	remote	islands	often	has	disadvantages	in	terms	of	the	distribution	of	
products.	Although	remote	islands	enjoy	abundant	resources	in	surrounding	fishing	grounds,	they	
are	at	a	great	disadvantage	when	it	comes	to	deriving	value	from	such	resources.	Therefore,	fishing	
businesses	in	remote	islands	generally	do	not	tend	to	be	profitable.	Fishery	is	a	key	industry	for	most	
remote	islands.	There	is	a	possibility	that	a	decline	in	fishing	activity	may	weaken	the	local	economy,	
local	communities,	and	the	multifaceted	functions	of	the	remote	island’s	fishing	activity.		
	
In	this	paper,	I	will	discuss	the	case	of	Toshima,	a	village	in	Kagoshima	Prefecture,	where	the	
distribution	of	fishery	products	has	been	improved	through	the	introduction	of	freezing	technology.	
Previously	in	Toshima,	fishery	products	were	shipped	fresh	using	ferries.	However,	the	ferries	run	
only	twice	a	week	and	are	cancelled	in	bad	weather.	Further,	ferry	shipment	requires	a	large	amount	
of	time	and	cost	in	transporting	fishery	products	to	the	Central	Market.		
	
In	2011,	Toshima	introduced	state-of-the-art	freezing	facilities	and	established	a	system	wherein	a	
private	company	would	undertake	the	freezing	and	selling	of	fishery	products.	This	has	resulted	in	
reliable	shipping	and	low	transportation	cost,	among	other	benefits.	
	
	
Andrew	Triggs,	Department	of	Environment,	Water	&	Natural	Resources,	KI	
Biosecurity:	protecting	the	world	–	one	island	at	a	time	
Biosecurity	is	the	protection	of	terrestrial	and	marine	environments,	agricultural	industries	and	
human	health	from	the	adverse	impacts	of	pest	animals	and	plants,	and	diseases.	Small	islands	face	
greater	biosecurity	risks	as	human	activity	can	result	in	inadvertent	pest	introductions,	which	tend	to	
have	a	significant	effect	on	isolated	ecosystems,	because,	for	example,	of	the	lack	of	natural	
predators	and	competitors	to	control	pest	populations.		
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Australia	implements	best	biosecurity	practice	and	meets	related	international	obligations.	The	
Australian	and	State	governments	collaborate	to	deliver	biosecurity	functions,	both	funding	
regulatory	functions	and	capacity	building	for	communities	and	industry.	Kangaroo	Island’s	relative	
pest	and	disease	free	status	is	noteworthy.	The	Too	Good	to	Spoil	Project	is	strengthening	Kangaroo	
Island’s	biosecurity	system	to	safeguard	its	unique	standing	as	a	biodiversity	refuge	–	a	major	
tourism	drawcard.	It	also	seeks	to	protect	the	island’s	primary	production	industries.	
	
The	project	takes	a	multipronged	approach	to	minimise	the	risk	of	pest	incursions.	A	biosecurity	
strategy	provides	the	framework	for	specific	surveillance	programs,	emergency	response	plans,	a	
targeted	visitor	awareness	program,	capacity	building	of	industries	and	community,	and	encouraging	
all	stakeholders	to	play	a	role.	The	Kangaroo	Island	approach	to	effective	biosecurity	management	
can	be	applied	to	other	small	islands	and	isolated	habitats.	
	
	
Marina	Wagner,	Fleurieu	Regional	Waste	Authority,	Goolwa,	South	Australia	
Just	a	load	of	rubbish?’	The	challenge	of	providing	waste	and	recycling	
services	on	a	small	island	
The	Fleurieu	Regional	Waste	Authority	has	been	formed	by	four	local	government	authorities,	
including	the	Kangaroo	Island	Council	(KIC),	to	provide	waste	and	recycling	services	across	the	
Fleurieu	region	of	South	Australia.	Its	kerbside	waste	collection	system	is	a	critical	service	provided	
to	the	community,	and	is	a	constant	balancing	act	between	stakeholder	expectations,	fees	for	
services,	state	Government	taxes	for	landfill	waste	and	the	strong	desire	to	do	more	and	better	for	
our	environment.	
	
KIC	is	facing	additional	challenges:	most	collection	routes	are	on	unsealed	roads;	all	landfill	waste	
and	recyclables	have	to	be	transported	off	island	via	ferry	for	disposal	or	processing	on	the	
mainland;	and	it	has	only	a	small	population	base	to	pay	for	the	cost	of	services.	Many	island	
communities	around	the	world	are	faced	with	the	same	questions:	How	to	best	meet	the	challenges	
of	managing	waste,	reducing	landfill,	increasing	recycling	and	future-proofing	waste	services?	KI	is	
preparing	to	transition	to	a	new	kerbside	collection	system	with	an	added	green-waste	service,	
aiming	to	keep	an	estimated	900	tonnes	of	green-waste	on	the	island	and	turning	it	into	valuable	
mulch,	thus	closing	the	loop	and	reducing	the	ecological	footprint.		
	
	
Anthony	Wilson	&	Andrew	Walsh,	Lord	Howe	Island	Board	
Winning	the	hearts	and	minds:	proceeding	to	implementation	of	the	Lord	
Howe	Island	Rodent	Eradication	Project	
World	Heritage	listed	Lord	Howe	Island	(LHI)	is	home	to	many	threatened	endemic	species,	
migratory	seabirds	and	a	permanent	community	of	350	people.	The	island	economy	relies	heavily	on	
tourism.	Rats	and	mice	have	significant	impacts	on	the	world	heritage	values.	
	
A	feasibility	study	in	2001	considered	the	eradication	of	both	rats	and	mice	on	the	LHI	Group	in	a	
single	operation	as	feasible	and	achievable.	Since	then,	numerous	environmental	and	social	studies	
and	community	consultations	have	been	undertaken.	The	methodology,	risks	and	benefits	have	
been	carefully	considered	and	evaluated.	The	project	has	always	been	topical	in	the	community	with	
both	ardent	supporters	and	opposition.		State	and	Federal	funding	for	the	project	was	secured	in	
2012.	However	implementation	of	the	project	was	delayed	in	2015	to	address	lingering	concerns	in	a	
small	but	vocal	part	of	the	community	regarding	potential	impacts	on	health,	tourism	and	the	
environment.	Since	2015,	measures	to	address	these	concerns	have	included	employing	a	full-time	
community	engagement	manager	on	the	Island,	completion	of	an	economic	evaluation	study,	and	a	
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further	human	health	risk	assessment	for	the	project.	These	measures	have	resulted	in	a	steady	
increase	in	support	for	the	project	locally.	
	
This	paper	investigates	the	techniques	that	have	been	engaged	to	try	and	win	the	hearts	and	minds	
of	the	community	in	order	to	be	able	to	implement	the	project	in	winter	of	2018.	It	examines	some	
failures	and	successes	during	the	process.	We	share	some	of	the	insights	we	have	gained	dealing	
with	science	and	human	emotions	relating	to	livelihoods,	conservation,	health,	fear	and	mistrust	and	
the	legacy	to	be	left	for	future	generations.	
	
	
Ben	Wilson,	WPM	Consulting,	Adelaide,	South	Australia	
Strategies	for	Kangaroo	Island	businesses	to	operate	domestically	and	
internationally	
Kangaroo	Island	needs	to	fill	a	gap	in	the	market	and	differentiate	itself	from	hundreds	of	islands	
around	the	world	as	a	unique	destination	and	experience.	It	needs	to	build	a	small	local	platform	
that	can	be	replicated	on	a	larger	scale.	We	must	ask	ourselves:	“What	is	different	about	Kangaroo	
Island	and	what	experiences	does	it	offer	the	local	community	and	its	visitors	that	no	other	island	
can?”	The	Island	already	offers	many	unique	experiences	with	the	ability	to	expand	and	prosper	with	
new	emerging	markets	like	sustainable	power	systems,	eco-friendly	tourism,	and	globally	recognised	
products	and	services.	It	has	attracted	some	of	world’s	most	famous	people	to	its	shores.	We	need	
to	embrace	and	connect	with	these	visitors	and	listen	and	learn.	If	we	can	surround	ourselves	with	
the	best	people	to	help	innovate,	provide	local	employment	and	sustainable	long-term	solutions,	
everyone	will	win.	
	
Some	key	innovative	strategies	may	be:	digital	and	social	media	strategies	and	partnerships;	
strategic	business	development	on	a	national	and	global	scale;	training	and	development	for	local	
businesses;	how	to	connect	and	network	with	the	right	organisations	to	build	a	sustainable	business;	
and	attracting	and	retaining	the	best	people	to	help	grow	businesses.	
	
	
Jill	Yuzwa,	University	of	Waterloo,	Ontario,	Canada	
Place,	not	panacea:	nurturing	the	importance	of	distinct	place,	culture-led	
and	creative	industry	initiatives		
This	archival,	document	and	primary	research	of	Gabriola	Island,	Canada	seeks	to	answer	the	
question,	“What	makes	a	place,	a	place	like	no	other?”	(Bonner	2002).	Culture	and	creativity	as	keys	
to	quality	of	life	in	communities	and	as	attraction	factors	for	knowledge	based	workers	have	been	
taken	for	granted	as	only	metropolitan-based	or	in	the	rural	context	have	been	characterised	as	
artistic	havens.	An	intrinsic	respect	for	art	and	culture	qualifies	Gabriola	to	be	examined	through	a	
cultural	lens,	an	approach	that	not	every	community	should	expect	to	have	the	appropriate	
foundation	for,	can	interpret	or	implement	successfully.		
	
I	explore	the	role	of	history	and	place,	cultural	strategies,	and	unique	land	use	governance	of	this	
British	Columbia	Gulf	Island,	as	elements	that	facilitate	the	potential	for	a	sustainable	cultural	
ecosystem.	While	informal	consultations	with	community	gate-keepers	commenced	in	winter	and	
late	spring	2016,	I	will	explore	this	tension	with	Gabriola	individuals	involved	in	the	arts,	creative	
industries,	cultural	institutions	and	local	government	through	one	on	one	semi-structured	interviews	
in	spring	2017.	I	will	also	investigate	the	notion	that	rural	communities	are	often	places	where	the	
land,	its	stories	and	meanings	are	revered,	naturally	attracting	artists,	thinkers	and	those	in	creative	
vocations.		


